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HIGH CALLING 


[Jim ELLiot was one of five men who died on the bank of 
the Curaray River in Ecuador early this year. Mrs. Elliot, 
with their one-year-old daughter, continues to live at Shan- 
dia, Ecuador carrying on the work with Indians. 

Originally prepared for an FMF program when Jim was 
a student at Wheaton College (Ill.), this article reveals 
the passion for lost men which made him willing to lay 
down his life for the Auca Indians. In the light of subse- 
quent events, Jim’s words leap into urgent perspective— 
especially what he said about the cross and our thought- 
less, casual attitude toward men who do not even know the 
Name of Jesus. 

“O God, to us may grace be given to follow in their 


train!” —Ed.] 


Now LET Us go back, not a decade nor a mere 
century, nor even a millennium, but into eternity— 
back into the reaches beyond creation, before the 
earth was hung on nothing or stars were flung into 
an empty universe; before rankling pride threw 
Lucifer from his high station, ere time had begun 
to be. 

There in the council chambers of a Triune God 
were born immutable purposes. Amid divine intents 
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of good and glory, of sin and judgment, of matters 
angelic and matters demonic, crept in a thing un- 
thought: a cross, grim and raw as martyrs know it. 
A cross and death—death, before God had breathed 
life into the nostrils of man. Death, devised and 
accepted as the means whereby those eternal coun- 
sels should come to fruition. 

The high calling which was to be given the Son, 
with all its glorious involvements, was not free from 
the principle of crucifixion. Christ is as a “Lamb 
slain from before the foundation of the world.” And 
today—aeons later—as Christians who have postu- 
lated in all our thinking a God who planned such 
redemption, we dare not look ahead nor plan at all 
except we first reckon with the cross. We do not 
exalt the cross for its own sake; the cross ever re- 
mains the emblem of mockery and shame. 

The cross is not constructed of yellow gold or 
shining ivory, but of rough splintery wood. We do 
not exalt it, but we must not, we dare not exclude 
it. The high calling of God in Christ Jesus is a 
call primarily to the cross: the place of sin-removal. 
No man nor all of men together can better their 
eternal welfare without taking their place before the 








Man by whose death on the cross peace with God 
became a reality. What a race of fools we have 
shown ourselves when we have excluded from our 
thinking the element that God has placed central 
in His designs. No cross, no peace. An uncrucified 
Christ is a worthless Christ. 

The work of Jesus Christ in redeeming fallen 
mankind has been completed. But all mankind has 
not yet heard—nor shall it hear until those of us 
who know His life proclaim by bold witness the 
hated message of His death and resurrection. Our 
knowledge increases our responsibility, and God has 
chosen us to this high calling: spreading the message 
of divine reconciliation to a rebellious world. 

This very hour that cross is in effect among us 

. in your city, on Skid Row. See that grimy sot, 
to whom that Christian is talking. Tonight when you 
crawl between clean sheets he will roll onto a bare, 
lice-infested mattress in that flop house just around 
the corner. That Christian knows this and the cross 
has come into his life so that such things disturb 
him. He knows that flop houses and gutter-wallow- 
ing and the merciless shackles of base habits are 
the results of a root which the cross was erected to 
destroy. : 

He has found that the only release from those 
foul fetters which chain men to Skid Row and relent- 
lessly drag them into the maw of unglutted hell is in 
the cross—the cross where Christ carried the weight 
of judgment for such sin. And caring nothing for 
his reputation, he has taken up that cross. All else 
is despised except the Man who cared nothing for 
the shame of a cross because of glory that was set 
beyond. 

Oh Prince of Glory, Who dost bring thy sons to 
glory through thy cross: Let me not shrink from 
suffering, reproach, or loss. 

And so in the simplest, most understandable terms 
the Christian is telling that bum what all this means. 
He speaks of a Savior who knew sacrifice and love. 
He tells of a cross, a tomb, a future throne of judg- 
ment. But somehow the man does not understand. 
Satan has tensed his grip on that sorry life and has 
brought such blindness that the mind fails to grasp 
even the simplest truths. Only a miraculous entrance 
of light by the Spirit of Power into that mind will 
restrain him from judgment. And only by much 
travailing prayer can that light enter. Travail, 
there’s the word; suffering, cross-bearing! 

Has the story gripped you—gripped you so that 
you too know the impact of a cross? So that the 





cross has come to mean more to you than simply a 
story in history, and has become the principle of 
your life? 
O solemn hour! O hour alone, 
In solitary might; 
When God the Father’s only Son, 
As man, for sinners to atone, 
Expires—amazing sight! 
The Lord of glory crucified! 
The Lord of life has bled and died! 


O mystery of mysteries! 
Of life and death the tree, 

Center of two eternities, 

Which look, with rapt, adoring eyes, 
Onward and back to Thee— 

O cross of Christ, where all His pain 
And death is our eternal gain. 


O how our inmost hearts do move, 
While gazing on that cross! 

The death of the Incarnate Love! 

What shame, what grief, what joy we prove, 
That He should die for us! 

Our hearts were broken by that cry— 
“Eli, lama sabachthani?” 

But Skid Row is only one street, and your city is 
only one city, and the United States is only one 
country—what of the rest? Those hundreds of lan- 
guages which as yet have not a single syllable of 
the cross-story . . . those millions outside the scope 
of established Christendom? What shall we say 
about thousands of populated miles which have no 
Christians to tell about the cross—no printed Gos- 
pels, no churches, no tracts, no wayside missions. 
Surely Skid Row is enlightened compared to them. 
How deaf must be the ears of those who have never 
once heard the name “Jesus,” never once been told 
the story of the cross. Yes, it is a deafness so still 
we rightly call it death. 

It’s evening here on Skid Row. But it’s late after- 
noon in Tibet, and a missionary with his guide 
stands before a job yet to be done behind the ranges. 
Back there, thousands of feet high along the crags 
of the Himalayas, are perched the lamisaries, centers 
of Satanic domination which hold whole tribes in 
clutches of unabated superstition and fear unknown 
to the Western world. Inside those monasteries in 
little cell blocks live holy men who have been walled 
into the very masonry of the building. 


There they sit this very evening, turning prayer 
wheels. The one who walks by can hear rattlings 
come from small apertures in those stone tombs— 


HIS, NOVEMBER, 1956 








_——_— ——_ we wee 


“= 


Tar org 


the only source of light those men ever see. For 
they have committed themselves to lives of prayer. 
Once each day a bowl of gruel is pushed onto the 
ledge of that slot, and the holy man’s dirty hand 
reaches out, and he gulps it down. Once a day, for 
many days, for many months, for many years, he 
clutches at the bowl that blocks the sole ray of 
light from his filthy den. He does nothing else but 
turn that prayer wheel, till the muscles of his hand 
are so contorted that they have no use but to grasp 
the little handle of the wheel. But one day the gruel 
remains untouched; the sound of the rattling has 
ceased. The bowl is removed, and a stone is sealed 
into place, and the end of that holy man’s life is 
marked. And hundreds have gone this way, never 
having heard the story of the cross. How many more 
will go before the cross drives us from our beds 
of soft, 20th century conventionalism? God only 
knows. Only He can stop this great waste of souls, 
despairing and being destroyed, without any witness 
from us who have known the truth for so long. 


That missionary who stands there before the 
ranges, crushed with loneliness, hears a strange echo 
in memory’s chamber — the sound of complacent 
Christians in America, steadfast in their pews, sing- 


ing “Send the Light.” 


Lhassa, the capital of that country, is one of three 
such capitals in the world who have as yet no Chris- 
tian witness whatsoever, and this fellow intends to 
take there the story of the cross. But he presses on 
alone with the mocking memory of missionary 
hymns sung zestfully by people who do not mean 
what they say. 

In Central Asia are seven countries—Tibet, Nepal, 
Russian and Chinese Turkestan, Afghanistan, Bhu- 
tan and Mongolia. Their population is estimated at 
about 35 million. These doors are shut to the gos- 
pel, barred with a three-fold bolt: inaccessability, 
language difficulties and political opposition. Tell 
me, have you ever prayed that God would open 
these doors? Has it ever been any concern to you 
that the oppression of a wretched political priest- 
craft has kept these people of Central Asia in a 
bondage of demonism of which the Western world 
has no conception? Have you ever laid hold on God 
for those few missionaries who are assailing the 
stony bastions of that sealed land—cried to Him for 
their advance with the story you possess at so little 
cost? God send the cross among us to instill a zeal 
that shall consume, give us concern, send us into 
dark places, steel us to ourselves—crucify us! 
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PERSPECTIVE 


WHEN WE shall come -Home and enter into the 
possession of our Brother’s fair kingdom, and 
when our heads shall find the weight of the 
eternal crown of glory, and when we shall look 
back to pains and sufferings: then shall we see 
life and sorrow to be less than one step or stride 
from a prison to glory; and that our little inch of 
time-suffering is not worthy of our first night’s 
welcome home to heaven.—SamueL RUTHERFORD 





It’s getting late—and in Africa this very night 
in a low mud hut in the depths of the black Ituri 
forest kneels another one of these cross-men. He 
has trekked tirelessly for a week in the heart of 
that jungle, and now instead of his body receiving 
the rest it deserves, he cannot sleep, but pours out 
his soul in an agony of prayer. Why? Just beyond 
that mud hut, in the glare of a fire, the frenzy of 
demon power drives fear-ridden Africans to excesses 
of wild contortion. The hours drag on through moon 
rising, and the shrill cries of the worshipers surge 
and ebb with the weird cadence of the dancing. The 
still forest soaks up the sound.—And what thoughts 
swell within the breast of that weary cross-man there 
upon his knees? Why is he so concerned? 

I'll tell you why. He has caught a vision of a 
Man who carried that cross alone, and hears Him 
say, “I died for your release and the release of all 
these. But they know not the story, and how shall 
they hear except one such as you should tell them? 
I bore a cross to finish the task of reconciling the 
world to my Father. You must bear one to tell that 
word of reconciliation to the world. If any would 
come after me let him say ‘No!’ to himself, and take 
hold of the cross day by day, and follow close in my 
track.” 

David Livingstone poured out his soul one night, 
praying like that, and was found late the next morn- 
ing by Africans, dead upon his knees. Are we not 
cowardly and false to neglect the awful reality of 
carrying a rugged cross? How we pad it and make 
it easy by our non-committal attitude. But we must 
face it if this generation is ever to answer the terri- 
fic challenge of a world dominated by an awful 
usurper. 

Brothers, what shall it be for us tomorrow? A 








cross or a pillow? Death or an easy chair? Humil- 
ity and loss for His sake, or the gain and praise of 
a God-despising world? Now hear the Master as 
He judges: 


Hast thou no scar? 

No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand? 
I hear thee sung as mighty in the land, 

I hear them hail thy bright ascendant star, 
Hast thou no scar? 


Hast thou no wound? 
Yet I was wounded by the archers, spent, 
Leaned Me against a tree to die; and rent 
By ravening beasts that compassed round, 
I swooned: 
Hast thou no wound? 


No wound? no scar? 

Yet, as the Master shall the servant be, 
And pierced are the feet that follow Me; 

But thine are whole: can he have followed far 
Who has no wound nor scar? 


“Always bearing about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in my body.” 

And this is the principle, even of our daily food. 
We take life from dead elements. So alone can the 
world hear the message of life, by death working in 
us. In our witness for Jesus Christ life can be mani- 
fested only as death makes its sting known. 

Death? Death to what? Death to these old desires 
of pleasure and ease. Death to the rebel-will within. 
Death to the man of old who seeks his own selfish 
ends. Death to the flesh which will do anything, will 
serve, will sing, pass out tracts and shout—anything, 
that is, but die. 


From subtle love of softening things, 

From easy choices, weakenings, 
Not thus are spirits fortified, 

Not this way went the Crucified, 
From all that dims Thy Calvary, 

O Lamb of God, deliver me. 


Quickly now we move out of Congo, north across 
the grasslands and over the parched, sprawling 
Sahara. Into the stronghold of Islam we come, where 
a false prophet receives the homage of 350 million 
Moslems—homage which rightfully belongs to Jesus 
Christ alone. Every town of any size has its mosque 
and daily calls to prayer. North Africa, land of the 
vanquished church. Land where 600 flourishing 
Christian churches once hailed Christ as Divine Son 
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and Savior, where countless mosques and minarets 
now jut into the empty heavens. North Africa, han- 
dle of Islam’s scimitar whose end rests beneath the 
shadow of Gibralter; the jewel of whose hilt is 
Mecca in Arabia, and whose broad blade lies un- 
challenged across the Middle East, sweeping even 
to western China. 

Here is a couple who have answered the high call- 
ing of the cross and find themselves at war with that 
broad scimitar, that blade which is not sheathed, 
They know the organized aggressiveness of that 
Mohammedan challenge. But Christians are largely 
ignorant of its attacks, not realizing that today there 
are more Mohammedan missionaries in Christian- 
ized countries than there are Christian missionaries 
in lands under the shadow of Islam. Arabia—com.- 
parable in size to the United States east of the Mis- 
sissippi—has less than 40 missionaries among her 
10 million. And there is not a single mission station 
on her Red Sea coast. Put a mission station in 
Maine, one in Boston, one in New York, one at 
Tampa and another in Key West and you have the 
evangelical situation in Arabia transposed to our 
continent. Could those five outposts evangelize East- 
ern United States? The black stone of Islam is 
unchipped and will remain so until God raises up 
from among us men who believe the power of the 
cross is stronger than that stone. 

“Islam was cradled in the desert and has borne 
the imprint of its environment ever since—stern, 
ruthless, majestic, awful, inevitable, Islam spreads 
more rapidly than Christianity, though Christianity 
penetrates much more deeply.” But Islam is advanc- 
ing, while Christianity today seems only to entrench. 
With all their pride in a lofty monotheism, the 
Prophet’s people have failed to improve even to a 
small degree the moral and social rot which charac- 
terizes their religion. Yet this rot in no way assu- 
ages their aggressive zeal. 


The Liberian government reports the persistent 
penetration of Mohammedan Negroes into the in- 
terior of that land. Missionaries today tell us of in- 
filtration of Mecca’s emissaries into South Africa. 
It is not yet decided which shall set the cultural. 
standards for Africa: Islam or the Cross. 

And what are the effects of their efforts? What 
conditions prevail under the black tents of Kedar? 
Those mud walls—what sort of people rest behind 
their shelter tonight? What is the moral life of this 
seventh of the whole human race? 


“Islam,” says Adolph Wuttka, “violently inter- 
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rupts the progress of cultural history and is to be 
regarded as an attempt of heathenism to maintain 
itself erect against Christianity under an outward 
monotheistic form.” Islam is as a towering mountain 
range, whose summits are gilded with the light and 
truth of God’s existence and unity, but whose foot- 
hills run down into the putrid swamps of degrada- 
tion and shame. The woman behind those walls, un- 
seen by any male eyes but those of her polygamous 
master, loses even the semblance of womanhood. She 
is his slave—worse, he thinks of her as he thinks 
of his cow, to be used as he pleases and sold if 
occasion should demand. Only a woman of the cross 
can reach behind those walls with the story of love, 
and that with great difficulty. 

The Christian couple whom we saw a moment ago 
are overlooking a city of Algiers. He ponders Arabic 
which he will not perfect in a lifetime; she medi- 
tates the dealings of God among the veiled multi- 
tudes fitfully asleep in Islamic darkness. And she 
prays furtive, helpless little prayers that God will 
somehow bring light into those bleak, insensate lives 
behind the walls. A surge of pain sweeps over her 
as she thinks of buried generations who have died 
in darkness. And perhaps she meditates on the poet’s 
words: 

The strings of camels come in single file, 
Bearing their burdens o’er the desert sand; 
Swiftly the boats go plying on the Nile, 


The needs of men are met on every hand. 
But still I wait 


For the messenger of God who cometh late. 


I see the cloud of dust rise in the plain, 

The measured tread of troops falls on the ear; 
The soldier comes the Empire to maintain, 

Bringing the pomp of war, the reign of fear. 
But still I wait 

The messenger of Peace, he cometh late. 


They set me looking o’er the desert dread, 
Where broodeth darkness as the deepest night. 
From many a mosque there comes the call to prayer; 
I hear no voice that calls on Christ for light. 
But still I wait 
The messenger of Christ who cometh late. 


Only from God can come the resolute purpose to 


do among this people what His command insists be 
done. And who are better prepared than we? The 
Church must wake to its duty toward Islam. Those 
who go against her will find her armor decayed, her 
weapons antiquated, and her children, though proud 
and reticent, still unhappy. May God plant among 
us the mustard seed of faith—faith of the hammer- 
and-tongs sort, reckless, defiant, uncalculating faith 
that nothing can deter; faith that shall make us 
grabbers of the impossible. We must meet Pan- 
Islamism with Pan-Evangelism. It is a fight for 
life. We must conquer them or they will conquer us. 
There are unknown possibilities in those great con- 
tinents. Who knows what the forces of Central Asia 
may yet be, stored up for the future? 

We must go down to the desert; we must go into 
Arabia; we must go into the Sudan; we must go 
into Central Asia; and we must Christianize these 
people or they will march over their deserts, and 
they will sweep like a fire that shall devour our 
Christianity. 

Yours is more than a high calling, my brother in 
this battle for the cross. Yours is a holy command 
to stoop low and lift high those elements which 
have become trite and meaningless in our 20th cen- 
tury vocabulary. Faith that shakes mountains, hope 
that is indomitable in the face of the heaviest odds, 
and love, undismayed at the blackest outlook, re- 
membering the cross. 

And it is our high calling, yours and mine, to 
spread the news—news that engenders life among 
those who live in the tombs. Take heed, Christian, 
there are some who keep to themselves more than is 
good, and it only makes for poverty one day. Under 
the compulsion of the love of Christ we must hold 
forth the Word of Life to all nations, all tribes, all 
peoples. This is our high calling—have we been 
taken up with lesser pursuits? Have we too been 
blinded by Satan and the satisfaction of our own 
selves—blinded to the vital truth that they must hear 
or their blood shall be upon our hands? 

God, set us free from obeying a lower calling! 

Father, the dust of words would smother me ... 

Give us to know a calling that involves the cross. 

Rebuke our softness, 

Make us strong sons, for Jesus’ sake. END 
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= MAKES a man great? What are the quali- 
ties that go with true greatness? Today’s emphasis 
upon success has spurred many ambitious people to 
ask this question. 

Among those who have thought about this are 
many Christians. But the Christian considers great- 
ness from another point of view: “What is true great- 
ness to God? What makes a spiritually great man?” 
Though we might be ashamed to admit it, many 
of us have pondered these questions, entertaining 
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WHAT 


MAKES 


a A 


GREAT? 


By ROBERT L. CANFIELD 


secret ambitions of becoming outstanding among 
the people of God. 

This must have been implicit in the minds of the 
disciples when they asked Jesus, the greatest Man 
who ever lived, “Who is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 

His answer: “Whoever humbles himself like this 
little child... 

Now is that the answer you would have expected 
if you had asked Him that question? There are a 


is the greatest.” 
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lot of things He could have said instead of that! 

Another time, after a long journey, Jesus asked 
the disciples what they had talked about along the 
way. But they were too embarrassed to answer Him 
because they had been talking about which one was 
greatest. Since no one had anything to say, Jesus 
answered the question they had been talking about. 
“If anyone would be first,” He said, “he must be 
last of all and servant of all”—and then he began 
talking about children again. 

What is it about children that makes them a pat- 
tern for adult spiritual greatness? 

In an academic situation, following the example 
of children seems quite absurd. After all, we are 
being trained to think critically and analytically. To 
suggest that we act like infants is an insult to our 
intelligence. But Christ did not refer to the intelli- 
gence of children when He told us to become like 
them. The one person I could point to as the most 
childlike Christian I know is at the same time the 
most highly educated person I know, holding de- 
grees from four different institutions of higher 
learning. 

But what are the characteristics of children that 
we should follow? There are two which I should 
like to suggest. Perhaps you can think of more, but 
these two, it seems to me, are basic to being like 
a child. The first quality is a dependent spirit. In- 
fants are helpless to take care of their own needs, 
They must depend upon others to help them. But the 
important thing about little ones is that they know 
they are helpless, and that they are dependent on 
others. Nor are they too sophisticated to admit their 
dependence. As we grow up we develop a spirit of 
independence and self-reliance. 

Jesus said, “Apart from me, you can do nothing.” 
Do we believe that? The first requisite for being 
a useful Christian is to be fully aware of this prin- 
ciple. “As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself un- 
less it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me.” Just as the beginning of intellect- 
ual wisdom is a just appraisal of one’s ignorance, 
so the beginning of usefulness for God is a just 
appraisal of one’s helplessness, one’s weakness. 
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And in our zeal to be mighty men for God, to be 
effective witnesses for Him, is this not the point we 
overlook? Of course we all would quickly admit 
that God must do His work if our efforts are to be 
effectual, but do we fully realize that “without me 
you can do nothing?” It is one thing to say, “I 
need Jesus.” It is quite another to say “Without 
Him I am helpless.” 

David was a man with such a spirit. “As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, so my soul thirsteth 
for God, for the living God.” He needed God and 
he knew it. David made a lot of mistakes. He was 
a very sinful man on at least one occasion. But he 
had a compelling thirst for God. 

When Saul had sinned away his throne the mes- 
sage was, “The Lord hath sought him a man after 
His own heart.” And that man was David, a man 
who knew he needed God. A prophet once said, “The 
eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the 
whole earth to show Himself strong in behalf of him 
whose heart is perfect toward him.” And in His 
search He found David, a man with a heart that 
leaned heavily upon Him. 

This is the kind of man God glories in. “His de- 
light is not in the strength of the horse, nor his 
pleasure in the legs of a man”—nor for that matter, 
in the intelligence of the highly educated—“but the 
Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those 
who hope in His steadfast love.” 

God’s aim for us as His people is that we learn 
to look to His hand for provision, even as a servant 
looks to the hand of his master. 

God taught the Apostle Paul that his weakness was 
an opportunity for God to manifest His power. He 
preferred not to make the Apostle Paul strong by 
removing his weakness, but rather by using that 
weakness as an opportunity to show His greater 
power. So Paul rejoiced in being the more depend- 
ent upon God. “I will all the more gladly boast in 
my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. For the sake of Christ then, | am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships and calamities; 
for when I am weak, I am strong.” 

A man once said to J. Hudson Taylor, founder of 


7 








ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Rosert L. Canrietp, B.A. (U. of Tulsa, Okla.), 
M.A. (in linguistics, U. of Michigan) has taught 
in a college in the Middle East. At present he 
is waiting to be drafted, after which he will re- 
turn to the Middle East—if political situations 
permit. “While working on a graduate paper last 
semester,” writes Canfield, “I was reminded by 
the Lord that I had never worked that hard to 
write anything for Him.” The result: this article. 





the China Inland Mission, “You must sometimes be 
tempted to be proud because of the wonderful way 
God has used you. I doubt if any man living has 
had greater honor.” 

“On the contrary,” was Mr. Taylor’s reply, “I 
often think that God must have been looking for 
someone small enough and weak enough for Him 
to use, and that He found me.” 

Small enough, and weak enough . . 
that great mission in Inland China. 


. to found 


The second childlike quality of greatness in the 
eyes of God is a sense of security. Not all children 
are secure, to be sure. They don’t feel secure be- 
cause one of their needs has not been met. They 
don’t feel secure because they aren’t secure. But 
note this: a small child who is secure hardly con- 
ceives of what it must be like to be insecure. He 
is secure and he does not worry. It never occurs 
to him to question about where his next meal will 
come from. His parents will provide it for him. He 
understands that any real need he has will be pro- 
vided for by people he trusts. 

Many Christians have not learned this secret, but 
seem hardly aware of the extent and nature of their 
supply from God. 

One time when talking to a friend who was under- 
going a time of emotional and spiritual depression, 
I asked, “What do you really want?” 

“T want security,” was the prompt reply. 

And yet this Christian already had security, with- 
out knowing it. Security for this life and the life 
to come is in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We may be too grown-up to admit it, but we all 
feel a need for emotional security. But where to 
find it? The child is secure in his parents. Things 
mean something to him, but they matter little com- 
pared to the security of a loving father or mother. 





Did you ever see a lost child crying in a crowded 
department store? His security was gone because 
his parent was gone. Not the things he has but the 
person who provides gives the child security. 

And the child of God doesn’t merely feel secure 
in what God provides, but finds true security in 
God who provides. 

God’s promise to Abraham was, “I am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward.” And here, too, 
is where our strength lies: in a Person. 

If Christianity to you is merely a plan, a type 
of theology, a doctrine, you are missing something. 
Christianity is a Person, Jesus Christ. And secure, 
happy living is found in Him. “For in Him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are 
complete in Him.” How are we complete? With all 
the fullness of God! And all this is found in a 
Person. Jesus Christ is the source of our life and 
strength and resource in every circumstance. We 
find our security in Him. 

In all our struggling for security are we not 
blind then to the resource we have in God? Elisha’s 
servant arose one morning to find that their city 
was surrounded by the Syrian army. He called his 
master and said, “Alas, my master, what shall we 
do?” 

But Elisha said, “Fear not, for they that are with 
us are more than they that are with them.” Elisha 
knew God’s provision. That was why he could be 
totally unmoved by this difficulty. 

But the servant was afraid. So Elisha prayed and 
said, “‘O Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes that he 
may see.” And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” 
The servant had been provided for, but he didn’t 
know it. 

The second point is but another way of looking 
at the first. We are more willing to rely upon Him 
in childlike dependence as we find Him to be a 
secure Provider. This is the humility of children; 
this is spiritual greatness. 

I used to think the hymn “Jesus Loves Me” was 
only for children. But behind the simplicity of the 
words is profundity of truth. 


Jesus loves me, this I know 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 
They are weak, but He is strong. 


—Is not this the attitude of the one who is spiritu- 
ally great? END 
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By DONALD H. MacLENNAN 


Tx PROBLEM of suffering is described and dealt 
with, factually and theoretically, in the Book of Job. 
In trying to explain Job’s predicament his friends 
set forth the wisdom of man. But apart from the 
revelation of God, there is no satisfactory answer 
to the problem. 

Many of Job’s questions were answered by Jesus 
Christ, and it is in the message of the cross that 
we find that which sustains God’s children through 
the worst testings to which Satan can subject them. 
When the forces of evil took possession of religious 
men they worked their wrath on the only sinless 
Man who ever lived. 

The Apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost told 
the assembled multitude that “God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” This key verse leads to a chain of refer- 
ences rich with a message of victory for all who 
are “in Christ Jesus and walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.” 

Forty years ago this coming January I was called 
into the sacred ministry by the ordination of John 
15:16 (“Ye have not chosen me, I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that what- 
soever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
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conflicts... 


peace 


may give it you”). Eight years later I was licensed 
for service in the Anglican Church. During those 
years I have seen what God did for many of His 
people as He demonstrated His sovereign power and 
purpose in the midst of varied conflicts. 

The following examples are necessarily brief, but 
typical and factual. Verification will be given to 
any who ask for it. In most cases the individuals 
concerned are happily sharing with others their new- 
found joy in the grace that is sufficient. 

One of the most frequent questions asked is this: 
Can a Christian suffer a “nervous breakdown”? By 
this is really meant, is it possible for one of God’s 
children to become mentally ill or disturbed? 

The answer is, briefly, yes. While the Word of 
God promises that “we are given not the spirit of 
fear but of love, and of power, and of a sound mind” 
(II Timothy 1:7), we are still in an age when the 
Christian is working out his own salvation with fear 
and trembling, and the work of our redemption is 
being completed. Acknowledging freely the weak- 
nesses of the flesh, we say joyfully and confidently 
that God is able to overrule miraculously in the lives 
of those who are willing, or want to be made willing, 
to know and to do His will. 

Psychologists have been remarkably successful in 
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describing and attaching names to certain patterns 
of thinking and their results, and in pointing out 
those stresses and strains which cause some people 
to draw apart from the realities of life so that they 
are no longer able to take their part in modern 
society without outside assistance. Modern materi- 
alism in creating this “ease era” has increased the 
strain on the emotional, intellectual and physical 
parts of our being. 

The Christian is by the grace of God more respon- 
sive to the things of the Spirit than those who, with- 
out God, live as glorified animals. He is more con- 
scious of the struggle about him for he has been 
taught in Ephesians 6 that “We wrestle . . . against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Sickness of mind may be caused by a direct attack 
of the evil one; it may be due to some physical con- 
dition; or it may result from some failure to obey 
such passages as Galatians 5 (particularly verses 16, 
18; 22-26): “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh . . . If ye be led of the 
Spirit, ye are not under the law .. . The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If 
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another.” 

To those who find themselves enduring, or threat- 
ened by, some phase of mental illness comes the 
glorious promise that “If the Son shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). Jesus 
states, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 


Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid” (John 14:27). 

Some years ago while I was conducting a week- 
end conference in an Eastern city, a young airman 
came and described his torment of mind which was 
accompanied by extreme hallucinations and fears. 
He was a Christian man, but had been seeking relief 
from -his sufferings through emotional experiences 
produced by fellowship with certain extreme reli- 
gious groups. 

The use of Scripture and prayer brought immedi- 
ate but temporary relief. Various psychiatrists diag- 
nosed his condition, but they held out no hope for 
recovery. Later he willingly submitted to a course 
of treatment accompanied by what might be called 
“spiritual therapy” through the continued use of 
the Word of God and prayer. At first he was able to 
retain only such simple exhortations as “Trust and 
Obey,” but later he could read and share with others 
relevant portions of the Scriptures. One day while 
he was being prepared for a dreaded psychiatric 
treatment he received a vision of the cross where 
Jesus’ blood was shed, which produced in his mind 
an attitude of thanksgiving. His silent prayer was 
this, “Lord Jesus, you went all the way to death for 
me. If I die, I’ll be with you. If in your grace I 
am spared, help me to live the rest of my life in 
accordance with your will and in the service of 
others.” With a sense of peace he went through the 
ordeal which proved to be his final treatment. 

Since then he has successfully passed examina- 
tions leading to a license as an evangelist in full-time 
missionary service. God is graciously using him as 
he ministers in the power of the Spirit, especially 
to those who suffer as he once did. 

There are times when we are all tempted to ask 
why God permits distressing things such as the birth 
into this world of deformed infants, or of those who 
suffer with some congenital disease. When such 
questions come it is most important for us to recog- 
nize that God is not the author of disease, which 
has been in the human race since Adam’s fall, any 
more than He is the author of sin itself. 


The revelation of God is that while He permits 
these forces of evil to continue for a time, one day 
He will put an end to all that is contrary to His will 
and Word. By faith we accept this revelation in a 
broad way, and by faith we can sometimes see His 
purpose in letting distressing things come into the 
lives of His beloved children. “There hath no temp- 
tation taken you but such as is common to man: but 
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God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Sometimes such sor- 
row comes to us with a purpose of chastisement; 
sometimes it is the fire of affliction which tempers 
the vessel for a greater and more exacting ministry 
in the service of the Master. 
to the glory of God as unbelievers see the patience 
and peace of those who have entered into His rest 
here and now—especially in situations where there 
could be no natural feeling of rest or peace. 


Sometimes it is used 





A prominent, active member of an international 
service club once responded to the Christian chal- 
lenge by saying that he had been greatly impressed 
by visiting, watching and appreciating the attitude 
of an Inter-Varsity couple whose life had been dis- 
rupted by poliomyelitis just after they had moved 
to Australia to engage in IVF work there. This man 
recognized the grace of God in them and was so 
impressed that he freely told of their spiritual vic- 
tory and the life of the Master reflected in them. 


Two unusually gifted members of my congrega- 
tion had a great disappointment in the birth of a 
mongoloid child. The specialist who was in attend- 
ance recognized the symptoms and urged that no 
unusual efforts be made to keep this little one alive. 
Their social, financial and business responsibilities 
made it a great temptation to listen to his worldly 
wisdom. But their Christian experience led them to 
the place where they saw that God in His sovereignty 
had permitted this sorrow to come into their lives. 
They therefore prayed that He would reveal to them 
the reason even as He gave them strength to bear 
the burden. 


For years this needy little one has ministered to 
them in an almost continuous activity of joy and 
vivacity that has helped them to remain humble, 
useful servants of the living God. An abundance of 
good things which has caused so many others to be 
self-suficient and proud has been sanctified in their 
lives through suffering to bring forth more fruit. 


Occasionally we see one of God’s children who is 
perpetually and drastically in a state of suffering 
caused by the devil’s work in deformed bones and 
twisted muscles. Such an one has been in a local 
hospital for many years. In spite of medical science, 
there are few hours when he is not in pain. One day 
his little girl was knocked down by an automobile 
and for weeks was unconscious in the hospital. His 
minister, a godly man, repeated with him Romans 
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8:28: “And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” Shortly afterward 
this man who knows so much suffering shared with 
me the secret of his peace and the great joy that 
always abounds in his room. He begins each day 
with the Word of God, and the day of the accident 
he had said with the Psalmist of old, “This is the 
day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). Many have testified 
to the new strength they have received as they 
visited this suffering, yet rejoicing, saint. 

Another distressing trial that comes to an increas- 
ing number of God’s children today is that of demon 
attack. The Scriptures teach that although Satan 
himself is not omnipresent, he has so many evil 
spirits obeying him that his influence is felt in every 
place. He even has access to heaven. It is not strange 
then that his emissaries can and do attack the chil- 
dren of light. 

We are told to “try the spirits” (I John 4), and 
the method of testing is indicated. The spirit that 
does not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of Christ. Nightmares which leave their evil 
influence to be felt throughout the day, unexplain- 
able fears, evil speaking or thinking which become 
an obsession, sudden lapses of memory which hinder 
our ministry; in fact, any deviation from the nor- 
mal which has no apparent explanation may be, and 
very often is, an attack of an evil spirit. In many 
cases where this passage is prayerfully and directly 
applied the victory is sudden and spectacular. It 
may need to be repeated in some instances. 

The word of the Lord is, “They overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb.” That precious blood which 
is eternal, effective and available is the price of the 
sinner’s redemption and the sacred means of cleans- 
ing from all sin. 

The almost universal mistake in a time of testing 
is to look in, instead of looking up. The only posi- 
tion for those who would glorify God in their lives 
is “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith.” Nothing is too hard for our God. As 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ we should not be afraid 
to suffer for Him. 

When God used the apostles in the Early Church 
at Jerusalem to perform mighty wonders, they were 
beaten and commanded no longer to speak in the 
Name of Jesus. But they rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for His Name, and 
daily in the temple and in every house they ceased 
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. END 
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| to an old legend, two angels leave 
heaven each morning with bags over their shoulders. 
One collects the praises, the other the petitions in 
human prayers. During the course of the day the 
petition-collector makes several trips back and forth, 
emptying his bag each time. But the angel who 
collects the praises is barely able to cover the bot- 
tom of his bag by nightfall. 

Are we thankful people? 

In a time of great despondency among New 
England’s pilgrim settlers, a fast was proposed. One 
old farmer rose and suggested that they might be 
provoking heaven with their complaints. Then he 
spoke of how much they had to be thankful for, and 
proposed that instead of appointing a day of fast- 
ing, they proclaim a day of thanksgiving. This was 
done, and America’s Thanksgiving Day was born. 

However great our problems or deep our sorrows, jf 
there is always something for which we may thank 
God. True thanksgiving is not dependent upon 
physical well-being or material success. The Psalmist 
David, walking in the midst of trouble, praised the 
Lord with his whole heart because he knew the Lord 
would revive him and save him. ‘ 

When our eyes are fixed on the circumstances of 
life we are usually downcast. But when by the eye’ } 
of faith we rejoice in God’s love and mercy, our 
thanksgiving is pleasing to Him. 

Mrs. Charles Cowman tells of a missionary in 
China, discouraged and defeated, who decided to go 
to an interior station for prayer alone. In the home 
of a fellow missionary where he was entertained he 
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By LAURA S. EMERSON 


read this motto: “Try Thanksgiving.” Suddenly 
aware that he had been praying, but not praising, 
the missionary began to thank the Lord. His burden 
was lifted and he returned to his own station no 
longer discouraged. 

Thankful people are usually humble. Only the 
ungrateful boast of being self-made. The Christian 
recognizes that he can do nothing, that every good 
and perfect gift is from above. 

When Jehoshaphat was told that a great multitude 
was coming against him he prayed, “We have no 
might against this great company, neither know we 
what to do; but our eyes are upon Thee.” 

In answer to this humble petition the Lord spoke, 
“The battle is not yours but God’s . . . ye shall not 
need to fight .. . Fear not, nor be dismayed.” Then 
Jehoshaphat appointed singers to go ahead of them, 
praising God. 

The result? “When they began to sing and to 
praise,” the enemy was destroyed (II Chronicles 20). 

When we are thankful we tend to pass on to others 
the many kindnesses we have received. Dr. Richard 
Cabot of Harvard used to say to his students, “When 
you say “Thank you’ to me, remember [| could not 
have done for you what I did had it not been for 
what hundreds of other people have done for me. 
Nor could they have done for me what they did had 
it not been for what thousands of other people had 
done for them. And so the thing goes on in infinite 
time and space. Therefore when you say “Thank 
you,’ you really mean to say, ‘Thank you, God!’” 

Thankful people are appreciative people on a 











human level. We thank the Lord for His help in the 
little trying day-by-day experiences as much as in 
the big problems. And in our relations with others, 
their thoughtful words of encouragement, their 
heartening smiles should also call forth our grati- 
tude. Shakespeare wisely wrote, “To be acknowl- 
edged is to be o’erpaid.” 

A few years ago a group of friends were discussing 
what they had to be thankful for. Dr. William L. 
Stidger recalled a former school teacher who had 
gone out of her way to introduce him to Tennyson. 
She had awakened his literary interests and de- 
veloped his gifts for expression. 

“Does she know what a valuable contribution she 
made to your life?” someone asked. 





“I’ve never told her.” 

“Why don’t you write her? Too few of us have 
developed a habit of gratitude.” 

So Dr. Stidger wrote his old teacher what he 
called a Thanksgiving letter of appreciation. For- 
warded from town to town, it finally reached her. 
Now in her eighties, alone, his letter cheered her 
as few other things would. Later she explained that 
in all her fifty years of school teaching his was the 
first note of appreciation she had ever received. 

Since then Dr. Stidger has made it a practice to 
write Thanksgiving letters. 

So why not write some Thanksgiving letters this 
month? But let us be sure that as thankful people 
we thank God, Giver of “every good gift.” END 


[Three years ago Charles H. Troutman, former Associate General Secretary of vcr in 
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the United States, went out to Australia to assist Dr. Paul White in the ivr there. 


Mr. Troutman has since been appointed General Secretary of the Australian Ivr. 
Shortly after the family’s arrival in Sydney polio struck and Mrs. Troutman, Charles, 


Jr. and Miriam were hospitalized. Mr. Troutman and the baby, David, were not affected. 
The American family’s plight and the radiant Christian testimony of Mrs. Troutman 
(who still requires braces for walking) made front-page news in Australian and New 
Zealand pericdicals. (Archbishop H. W. K. Mowll, Primate of Australia, Church of 
England, once commented to the His Editor that “the Troutmans have been a blessing 
to the Australian people.” ) 

The brief article below was originally published as a shut-in column in the weekly 
bulletin of the Anglican church in Gladesville, N.S.W., of which Rev. Maurice Murphy 


from 


an hour 


of 


silence 


(who formerly served with 1vcF in Canada and the United States) is rector. 


Continued prayer is requested of the Troutmans’ many friends for Mrs. Troutman’s 
recovery and for Mr. Troutman’s administrative and student work.—Ed.] 


Micecs you nor I can count the times we have 
asked the Lord for new strength and a restored 
body. And yet in His love we are permitted to be 
limited. 

Is there hidden bitterness, or resentment or com- 
plaint in my heart or yours? That distrust can com- 
pletely obscure the astounding web of arrangements, 
divine coincidences and gifts of love with which the 
Lord surrounds us, to remind us that He is near 
and in perfect control of our situation. 

On a very weary day not long ago, our children 
were urged to play quietly so Mother could rest. 
They subsided from gay chatter to loud whispers. 
Then, after their Father suggested that they try 
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playing without even whispering, much to my sur- 
prise, there was complete silence. 

Suddenly I felt a little grubby hand patting my 
cheek three or four times, no word spoken, but just 
the patting. About ten minutes later the same little 
patting came and then three times more. 

When the allotted time had passed the four-year- 
old of the grubby hand came running in, saying, 
“Mummy, did you know I was there because | 
patted to let you know.” 

May no bitterness, however slight, make one in- 
sensitive to the touch of our Risen Lord reminding 
us of his constant presence to uphold, encourage and 
to empower.—Lois TROUTMAN 
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A LANGUAGE FOR THE DEAF 


Sic language for the deaf is an international lan- 
guage. Though all nations do not use the same type 
of signs, differences are so slight that the deaf per- 
son who knows his own signs can usually understand 
other languages. 

Early in the nineteenth century Dr. Thomas Hop- 
kins Gallaudet brought sign language for the deaf 
to the United States, and the school for the deaf in 
Washington (D.C.) bears his name. It was his in- 
terest in a little deaf girl who lived in New England 
that led Dr. Gallaudet to go to England so that he 
could learn the sign language for the deaf. Later in 
Paris he met Abbe Sigard, head of the French 
school for the deaf. This school had been formed in 
1755 by Abbe De L’Epee, inventor of the signs used 
in France. 

Dr. Gallaudet came back to New England and 
brought with him an educated deaf young man, 
Laurent Clere. In 1817 they founded a school for 
the deaf in Hartford, Connecticut. Subsequently 
schools for the deaf have been established in most 
states and day schools are conducted in many large 
cities. 

In most of our large cities the deaf have a club 
room where they meet to play games. Films of silent 
pictures are often provided by the city recreation 
department. Sometimes they dance using the clap- 
ping of hands to keep time. 

The deaf are of all religious beliefs but because 
of the small number in any one denomination they 
usually attend the same church. There a special 
Sunday school class is provided and a hearing per- 
son interprets the lesson—and later the sermon—in- 
to the sign language. At some of Billy Graham’s 
campaigns messages have been interpreted in the 
sign language for deaf people who have sat in the 
same section. 

The deaf need hearing friends who can interpret 
for the doctor in case of illness or to help them ob- 
tain employment. It is almost imperative that they 
have the help of an interpreter in legal matters. 
Some concentrated study will enable a college stu- 
dent to learn the basic symbols. 

Deaf children may enter most state schools at the 
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age of seven years and may remain until the age of 
twenty-one. Vocational education is provided in such 
schools. It is hard for a parent to see a seven-year 
old leave home for boarding school, so this is an 
opportunity for Christian friends to be kind. 

Whether you live in a city, a small town or the 
country, you can probably find some deaf person 
who would appreciate your friendship and reading 
material. In case of sickness or sorrow visits are 
especially appreciated by deaf people. Always take 
a pad and pencil and you will receive hearty replies 
to your questions. With his permission you might 
mark your deaf friend’s Bible. 

Ninety per cent of deaf parents have hearing 
children. These can be enrolled in Sunday school 
classes and may be the means of reaching parents 
with the gospel. 

The deaf are mentioned many times in the Bible. 
In Exodus 4:11 we read that God created the deaf 
ear as well as that which can hear. In Leviticus 
19:14 God warned His people that they should “not 
curse the deaf.” And in Isaiah 29:18 this promise 
is found, “In that day the deaf shall hear the words 
of the book.” 

When Jesus Christ came He “made the deaf to 
hear” (Mark 7:37).—Can we be less interested in 
the deaf than was our Lord?—Osee CLark Jones 

* * * 
[THe CuHristiAN Mission FoR DeaF AFRICANS 
was recently organized with Andrew Foster, M.A., 
as General Director. Mr. Foster was active in IVCF, 
both while a student at Gallaudet College and later 
during graduate study at Michigan State and Seattle 
Pacific Colleges. 

It was at Urbana (Ill.), during the 1vcF-FMF 
Missionary Conference in 1954, that God spoke to 
Mr. Foster (who is a Negro) about the great num- 
bers of deaf Africans—most of them illiterate—who 
can only be reached with the gospel by sign lan- 
guage. It is interesting to note, as does the author 
of the above article, that the sign language trans- 
cends linguistic barriers. 

Address of the new, interdenominational organi- 
zation is 11704 Griggs, Detroit 4, Michigan.—Ed.] 
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of Concordia College, 


A: A CHRISTIAN YOUTH camp many young people 
were so vitally gripped by the truth and glory of 
Jesus that it resulted in personal commitments to 
Him. 

One of the faculty leaders in a private conference 
with one of these young people asked him what he 
intended to be in life. 

“IT had intended to be an engineer,” he replied, 
“but now I am going to change my college course to 
meet the requirements for admission to a theologi- 
cal seminary so I can become a pastor.” 

Although the faculty leader was himself a pastor, 
the answer rather disturbed than pleased him. So 
he purposely sought out the other young men who 
had made commitments to Christ, and in nearly 
every case the answer was the same: “I am going 
to enter the seminary and become a pastor.” 
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In commenting on this the leader said, “Here we 
have one of the serious fallacies in American Chris- 
tianity. People think they cannot serve the Lord and 
lead Christian lives without being preachers.” 

To serve God through the Church is a wonderful 
privilege; to be a minister of the gospel is a tre- 
mendous responsibility. In full time service in the 
Church you, through your vocation, have the great 
opportunity of dealing always with those things 
which are eternal. Let us not minimize the call to 
serve God through the Church. 

But the greatest thing that can happen to anyone 
in life is to become Christian. And when we are 
Christians, no matter what we do, the whole of life 
is a spiritual service and all our work is building 
the Kingdom of God. We are all in full-time Chris- 

(Continued on page 18, column 2) 
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read what two evangelical leaders have to say about your decision . . . 


J. Stafford Wright, 


Principal 


of Tyndale Hall, England 


A GROUP OF CHRISTIANS were gathered in a house 
in Corinth. Many were slaves; many were poor; a 
few had money and position. One of their number 
was reading a letter, and the rest were listening, 
mostly in silence, but from time to time making some 
comment on what they heard. The letter was from 
Paul, and point by point he was answering questions 
that they had raised in a letter to him. 

The letter was the epistle that we know as I Cor- 
inthians, and the reader had come to chapter 7. Paul 
was writing on marriage and divorce, and then sud- 
denly he touched on a more general topic, about 
which many were very anxious to have an answer. 
Most of the members of the Church had experienced 
striking conversions, and their old jobs now seemed 
a complete waste of time. They wanted to change to 
something where they would have more scope for 
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Christian witness, such as travelling around preach- 
ing the gospel and ministering to the churches, as 
Paul himself was doing. 

So Paul’s words came as something of a shock. 
“Let everyone abide in the same calling wherein he 
was called” (v. 20). Yes, even a slave must not start 
thinking in terms of some other sphere of service 
simply because he was now a Christian, 

Are we in our day giving as much weight to these 
words as we should? Obviously there is a real need 
for Christians to consider the call to the ministry 
or to some other sphere of full-time service. Obvi- 
ously Paul did not mean that we must never change 
our work. But he does tell us to regard our present 
sphere as a “calling,” in which our witness is badly 
needed. And we still need that emphasis today. 

Communism exerts an influence on industry out 
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of all proportion to the number of its adherents, be- 
cause communists are active within the unions. They 
hold positions that Christians should be holding— 
though one knows that some Christians are not able 
to be members of a union at all on grounds of con- 
science. In business there is the calling for more 
Christians to rise to positions of responsibility be- 
cause they know their jobs from 4 to Z. 

A group of Christians were looking for an evangel- 
ical for an editorial position, but it had to be one 
who had worked his way up the ladder of journa- 
lism. They could not find one. A man was asked to 
find a Christian printer to go to Africa to take 
charge of a large printing concern at a good salary, 
with opportunities for non-professional missionary 
work. He advertised for some months without success. 

Go to the public library, and try to find a decent 
novel that you would not be ashamed to leave about 
the house for anyone in the family to see. It is the 
hardest thing in the world to find one that is not 
corrupt somewhere. Apart from writers of definitely 
Christian literature, why should there not be more 
Christian authors whose books are found in the 
libraries? A publisher told me that the circulating 
libraries are anxious to take all the books by a 
certain Christian writer, because they find it hard 
to meet the requests for a decent book. 


Clearly God uses all our talents when He calls us 
to the ministry, but one wonders how often His first 
choice was for a man to continue his so-called secu- 
lar training after conversion, and to claim the whole 
sphere of his work for God. We cannot dogmatize: 
often a man goes into a job before conversion with- 
out having any special aptitude or heart for it. Even 
so, the Christian slaves cannot have had much heart 
for their work; yet many of them through turning 
out better and more conscientious work, brought a 
powerful Christian witness to their employers. 

The fact is that there are hosts of men and women 
who apparently cannot be reached through the nor- 
mal church channels. To them the minister is miles 
away from their life. They can be reached in the 
first instance by those who share their circumstances, 
but who have found something deeper in life. More- 
over, as various mission fields are closed to the 
foreign evangelist, they often remain open to the 
foreigner in the “secular” post. Such a man may be 
used to win as many for Christ as the whole time 
missionary. But he must be first-rate in his work. 

END 
Reprinted by permission from Tue Lire oF Faitu, London 
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tian service. The Reformation brought to light the 
Scriptural truth that all believers are a spiritual 
priesthood, and the Christian engineer is just as 
much a servant of God as the Christian pastor. By 
putting into practice the doctrines of the spiritual 
priesthood of believers, the Church of Christ is taken 
out of the cloister and moved into the construction 
company, the doctor’s office, the store, the bank, the 
home, and into every realm of life. 


The Christian does not divide life into the secu- 
lar and spiritual; all of life is a spiritual service. 
The Prophet Zechariah foresaw how Christ’s coming 
would give believers a new conception of life and 
make all work, material things, and possessions the 
means by which the Kingdom of God would be built. 
“In that day shall there be upon the bells of the 
horses, HoLY UNTO JEHOVAH, and the pots in Jeho- 
vah’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 
Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be 
holy unto Jehovah of hosts.” 


Christianity is something infinitely more signi- 
ficant than sewing patches of spirituality on the 
garments of secular life. When a person comes to 
faith in Christ and is awakened to life in God by 
the presence of the Holy Spirit within him, he is 
made a new creature in Christ. He is no longer 
clothed in patched garments, but he is completely 
covered with the righteousness of Christ. This re- 
deemed man no longer lives unto himself, but unto 
Christ who lived, died, and rose again for all human- 
ity. An “unto-self” life has been transformed into 
an “unto-Christ” life. Everything is evaluated in its 
relation to the total program of the Kingdom of God. 


Perhaps God has not only endowed you with the 
talents that are necessary equipment in the Christian 
ministry or on the mission field, but maybe He has 
and is even now calling you by a Macedonian vision 
of need and urgency to answer His summons. But just 
because you are not called to be a pastor or mission- 
ary, remember you are still called to do full-time 
Christian service no matter what your vocation may 
be. The Kingdom of God will come among men 
when teacher, housewife, professional man, farmer, 
laborer, business man, yea, every worker makes his 
vocation a channel for doing the will of the Lord. 

END 
Reprinted by permission of Division of College and Univer- 
sity Work of National Lutheran Council. 
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TREN. D of thought 


Modern Religious Tolerance "There was scarcely a flutter last December 
when Adlai Stevenson joined a Presbyterian church near his Lake Forest home 
while maintaining his membership in the Unitarian Church of Bloomington. 
Four pastors, two Presbyterian and two Unitarian, issued a statement declar- 
ing that Stevenson's membership in the two denominations was not inconsist- 
ent, The almost complete lack of comment on their statement would seem to 
reflect the development in this country of a tolerance that has removed the 
bite of 'dogmatic' and 'divisive' differences. Incidentally, the emptiness 
of much American tolerance recalls Gibbon's observation on ancient Rome: 
'The various modes of worship...were all considered by the people as equal- 
ly true; by the philosophers as equally false; and by the magistrates as e- 
qually useful.' American tolerance has produced a nondenominational poli- 
tics and a bipartisan religion." Ernest Lefever, "The Candidates! Relig- 
ious Views" Christian Century, Sept. 19, 1956 


Japan Present The population of Japan will reach 90 million this year, 
according to Japan Reports, newsletter of the Japanese Embassy./ The fact 
that more than 90 per cent of the people can read is a challenge to liter- 
ature missions work in Japan. Less than 1 per cent of the people profess 
to be Christians (including both Catholics and Protestants) according to 
estimates by the government and by missionaries. 


Japan Future "The fundamental weakness of the Meiji, that is, the mod- 
ern Japanese civilization, was the mistaken notion that the various aspects 
of Western civilization--political, economic and social--could be borrowed 
without adopting its spiritual foundation, and the failure to grasp the 
basic idea of individuality, which is to be traced essentially to Christi- 
anity.../ My personal conviction is that the Japanese are thus at a momen- 
tous juncture of their history, confronting the grave question whether they 
decide to engraft their own civilization into the tree of Western Civiliza- 
tion based on the Christian concept of human personality, which is, after 
all, the major trunk of universal human civilization. This, it seems to me, 
is the only way to save our nation." Yosaki Tokagi, Toward Universal 
Understanding, quoted by Wm. Ernest Hocking in The Hibbert Journal 


This Groaning Creation "Because the creation waits for 'the revealing 


of the sons of God,’ the redemption of man will be the means of the redemp- 
tion of Nature. 'In some way we cannot dream of the salvation of men 
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will bring about the perfecting of the whole world' (E, F. Scott)...The 
work of Christ does more than treat the ills of the human race. It over- 
comes evil 'in the heavenly places' and opens the way for the restoration 
of the whole divided creation. There is, therefore, not merely an analogy 
between the way of Nature and the way of man, but both share a place in the 
same redemptive plan./ There will be objections. It will be said that, if 
animals were not carnivorous, they would multiply so quickly that there 
would be neither room nor food for them. To this Professor C. S. Lewis 
seems to have the complete reply when he says that the immense birth rate 
among animals is a corrective phenomenon. The large death rate has pro- 
duced a large birth rate. Secondly, there are those who would argue that 

' there is no problem because what appears to us as travail in Nature is all 
within the hidden will of God. But...we feel, and it is not mere faithless- 
ness, that Nature is at times revolting and cruel. That widespread revul- 
sion would itself be a problem even if we could persuade ourselves that the 
cause of it was not. Thirdly, it may be said that illness is used by God 
to nurture faith. This is true, but God bends every circumstance, even sin, 
to His purpose. 'God can indeed turn evil into good and compel even injury 
to profit us, but the conclusion must not therefore be drawn that evil is 
sent by God and is an expression of His will' (Aulen). Finally, it may be 
said that this picture denies God's lordship over creation. It means that 
Nature has got out of His control and that is surely a mis-statement for 
the Christian. The conception of a fallen Nature, however, denies God's 
lordship no more than the conception of a fallen race..." W. David Stacey 
in The Expository Times, Edinburgh, September, 1956 


How to Help Indian Students "It is not very wise to encourage isolated, 
lonely young students thousands of miles from home and family to "think 
American," for the Indian student in America is still an Indian who must 
return to India to do his life-work, and yearning the rest of his life for 
the special privileges and luxuries of America will be a hardship to him.../ 
There should be more positive efforts and programs on the campus and in the 
community to fill the foreign student's leisure time with organized intel- 
lectual and cultural activities leading to a basic knowledge of the best in 
the American way of life."--D, K. Hingorani, Educational Attache, Indian 
Embassy, "The Strange Business’ of Teaching Strangers," The Saturday Review, 
September 29, 1956 a 


American Reading Habits A recent Institute of Public Opinion survey in- 
dicates that slightly more than half of American high school graduates have 
not read a single book for the past year. One person in four with a col- 
lege education is in the same category. The United States now ranks seventh 
on a world list in percentage of adults who regularly read books. In view 
of this, Simeon Stylites (The Christian Century) asks, "Will this turn out 
to be...not the 'century of the common man,’ but of the 'commonplace man!?" 


--by the Editor 
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\X/ OT IN TRANSIT 


First-Term Missionary Casualties Over a period of sever- 
al years the Student Missionary Council, a candidate-training program in 
the Pacific Northwest, has made a study of the first-term casualties of six 
mission boards. Failures due to an unsatisfactory devotional life, lack of 
submission to discipline, lack of ability to co-operate, inability to over- 
come a feeling of superiority, and friction between husband and wife ac- 
count for 68 per cent of the total. The survey points out that these lat- 
ter four are related to each other and are either related to or spring 
directly from the first cause--that of a faulty devotional life. "If the 
soul is at complete peace with the Lord and completely and joyously ori- 
ented toward the will of God, these personality defects will be so attenu- 
ated that they will not be causes of trouble." 


Recruiting Indian Missionaries A Friends missionary in 
South India, with its 3] per cent "Christian" population, has been challen- 
ging believers there to take thé gospel to North India. The older members 
said, "Why waste the money? Those Hindus in the North won't believe anyway!" 


Remembering that the Church in South India claims to have originated in New 
Testament times as the result of the preaching of the Apostle Thomas, the 
missionary replied, "Don't you see that if Christians in the south had been 
faithful, we Christians from the West wouldn't have had to come at all? 

You yourselves would have done the job!" 

The younger people of South India are responding enthusi- 
astically, so that there are more volunteers than available funds to send 
them. Yet two dozen Indian missionaries could be put to work for what it 
would cost to equip and support one American couple.--Reported in Friends 
Oriental News (March, 1956) 


Iwo Out of Three Two-thirds of the people of the earth-- 
more than one billion--will have no Christmas this year because they have 
never heard of Christ.--The Survey Bulletin (12/12/55) 


Danger of Dry Eyes A missionary doctor in India tells of 
the strong feelings of compassion that moved him when he first saw the 
people in their great physical and spiritual needs. Then he tells of the 
danger of getting so used to the needs that they no longer move him. "We 
need your prayers," he writes, "that our eyes may be opened to see things 
as God sees them and that with our blessed Lord we may learn to weep over 
them..."--Dr. Peter Warlow in Medical Missionary News, July-Sept., 1956 
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On Being With the Right People "We can never know an 
Eastern people (or any kind, for that matter)--it is fallacious to imagine 
we do--while we find our chief recreation to be an escape from their com- 
panionship into the society of our fellow-Europeans. The people of the 
land are keenly observant: they mark our preferences in the choice of our 
friends, as in everything else; if we find our rest and pleasure in being 
away from them, will they open out to us and let us understand them? No, 
we shall be farther away from them than we know, and however affectionate 
they are, there will always be a certain reserve in their confidence, un- 
recognized by us, perhaps, because we are not near enough to them to know 
that it exists,"--from Amy Carmichael's discerning booklet (now out of 
print), God's Missionary. Miss Carmichael died in 1951, after 56 years of 
service to India's children, 


Bouquets Out of Place? This question is being asked by 
some who have visited at Lambarene, French Equatorial Africa, the medical 
center established by Dr, Albert Schweitzer. Schweitzer is the renowned 
missionary-doctor, organist, authority on Bach, and philosopher-theologian 
who even in his own time is almost legendary. Dr. A.H. Behrenberg, Presby- 
terian pastor from New Jersey, describes the Schweitzer hospital as "filthy 
beyond description. Nothing is killed in the hospital area including in- 
sects, animals which deposit their filth everywhere including the operating 
room, and animals with serious infections that mingle with the all-white 
staff and the patients. The natives are not taught the minimal hygienic or 
sanitary techniques even that can be used in their own villages." In his 
squeamish regard for even pestiferous insect life, Schweitzer--in 
Behrenberg's opinion--is "more a Hindu-Buddhist than a Christian," 

This is mentioned in the interest of setting the facts 
straight rather than out of a perverse desire to knock a popular idol from 
his pedestal, At the same time, we want to acclaim the many devoted, but 
often unsung, missionary-doctors about whose quality of service and evan- 
gelistic purpose there is no question.--Reported in The Evangelical Chris- 
tian (August, 1956). See also John Gunther's detailed treatment of 
Schweitzer in his latest work, Inside Africa. 


Qualifications of a Bible Translator John Purvey, a 
contemporary of John Wycliffe, famed Bible translator of the llth century, 
believed that the translator "hath need to live a clene life, and be full 
devout in prayers, and have not his wit occupied about worldly things, 
that the Holy Spirit, author of wisdom and knowledge and truth, dress him 
in his work, and suffer him not to err,"--Quoted in He Purposeth a Crop by 
Ethel Wallis, published by Wycliffe Bible Translators, 19 


Japanese Jews Within the year, 7,000 Japanese converts 
to Judaism hope to migrate to Israel. They are described as "extremely 
devoted" and have their own Japanese version of the Hebrew Bible. 


‘--by Lois S, Thiessen 
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By HOWARD MARSHALL 


Fw. OF us could say that we look forward with 
pleasurable anticipation to a visit to the dentist. 
We are always anxious to put off the evil day as long 
as possible! When I was at school we used to be 
told that we should go to the dentist for a routine 
check-up every three or four months, but how slow 
we were to go even when it was really necessary. 

I remember once when my tongue was exploring 
the upper part of my mouth, and as it moved to 
and fro it brushed against a tooth whose surface 
felt somewhat rough. I knew that it was time I 
went to have my teeth examined, but the thought 
that there might be need for work on this tooth was 
an effective damper to any enthusiasm that I may 
have felt. The prospect of the dentist poking about 
with his irritating drill, or even having recourse to 
the forceps, loomed large and I was afraid. 

The weeks slipped by and I could feel that there 
was certainly a cavity in the offending molar; oc- 
casionally there was a twinge of pain, but could I 
screw up the courage to book an appointment? 
Came the night when I couldn’t sleep for a gnawing 
agony that grew in intensity. I yielded, and the next 
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morning I went straight to the dentist’s. He looked 
at the molar and sighed. It looked bad but he would 
see what he could do. The process of twisting 
diamond-tipped bits into my mouth started. But the 
deeper he went the less hopeful the prospect of 
saving the tooth appeared. Finally he summoned 
his senior colleague—I knew from previous experi- 
ence that this meant the worst—and he did not need 
to look twice to see that the molar must come out. 

And out it did come, leaving an ugly gap at the 
front of my mouth, quite ruining my smile. But, I 
was told, if I had only gone three months earlier . . . 

The word involved I had learned years before. 
The teacher at school had asked each member of the 
class to suggest words whose meaning they did not 
know; my father, when called in to help with the 
homework, suggested three words for me to look up 
in the dictionary. I still remember them: prevarica- 
tion, conglomeration and — yes, procrastination. 
Putting it off till tomorrow, perhaps putting it off 
till it is too late. 

It was the weakness of Felix. He had a priceless 
opportunity of hearing the gospel and responding 
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to the claims of Jesus Christ during the time when 
the Apostle Paul was in prison at Caesarea. Cer- 
tainly Felix needed the gospel; if we are to believe 
Tacitus, his governorship was characterized by 
cruelty and lust. Jesus Christ could change his char- 
acter—just as He can still revolutionize lives that 
are not so good and fine as they might be. Felix 
heard the gospel from Paul; he heard that his life 
was riddled with sin and that he stood under the 
condemnation of God. For Paul was painfully blunt 
with him and “reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance and judgment to come.” 

Paul had struck a tender spot in Felix’ make-up. 
Nobody likes to be told the frank truth about his 
sinfulness. Felix was half-persuaded, but he hadn’t 
the gumption to face up to the changes involved in 
Christian belief. He tried to put off the day when 
he must make up his mind about this Jesus who 
could cure his sin. And he succeeded. “Go thy 
way,” he said to Paul. “When I have a convenient 
season I will call for thee.” That was how it con- 
tinued for two years. When Felix was recalled to 
Rome for use of excessive violence against the Jews, 
he merely showed that he was further than ever 
from the great decision. 

Here was a man who knew the truth but was 
balked by his habit of delay from ever accepting it. 
He lost his chance of salvation through putting off 
the day of decision until he became too hardened 
ever to decide for Christ. He is an eternal warning 
against the dangers of delay. 

There are those also who delay to accept Christ’s 
offer of sanctification. Saved from the fear of judg- 
ment by faith in Christ and what He has done on 
the cross, they look forward to a life of comfortable 
Christianity. Jesus is their Savior, but not their 
Lord. They deign to admit Him on the circumfer- 
ence of their life but not at the center. The sins 
they committed before conversion they still commit 
because they are enjoyable and do not seem to do 
any harm. They mentally assert that this will be 
the last time that they commit this particular sin, 
this will be the last display of temper, the last white 
lie, the last not-quite-wholesome novel — but they 
never reach the point of saying firmly to themselves, 
“Enough. Henceforth I yield my will to Christ and 
no longer try to fight a losing battle.” 

It is so easy to think that we still retain control 
of ourselves sufficiently to be able to cease from our 
bad habits when we want to. Yet the Bible warns 
us lest any of us “be hardened through the deceit- 
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fulness of sin.” We cannot trust ourselves to over- 
come the wiles of the devil. If we constantly put 
off the day when we hand over the command in the 
battle to Jesus, we shall find that the battle has been 
lost, the devil has taken possession of the field, and 
a far more strenuous effort will be needed to dis- 
lodge him. Evil must be defeated at the outset be- 
fore it has gained control. To put off the day when 
we fight it in Christ’s strength is the surest way to 
defeat. 

Only Christ can conquer sin by virtue of His vic- 
tory at Calvary. When we ask Him to be the Lord 
of our lives we can be confident that the battle will 
be won. But it is only then that this can happen. 
Each day we put off accepting His power another 
battle is lost. Now is the day to decide. 

Jesus spoke about fields that were “white unto 
harvest” and about the need for laborers. The time- 
less truth of His utterance is seen today. There is 
a deep hunger for soul satisfaction that only the 
gospel can provide. It concerns you and me—vitally. 
Are we in the place where God can best use us in 
the extension of His kingdom? Are we ready to go 
where He will call us, ready for service or sacrifice? 
Or have we put off the day of giving control of our 
lives to Jesus? 

I shall not easily forget hearing a man tell a 
crowded meeting that early in his Christian life 
God spoke to him about the mission field; he put 
off the decision and went into the home ministry 
until the day came when he found himself too old 
for the hard life of the missionary. That man has 
enjoyed and still enjoys a blessed ministry on the 
home front, but he told us that every day of his 
life he wakes up to the consciousness that he is 
doing God’s second best. 

It is dangerous to shirk the day of surrender to 
the will of God. There can come a day when we are 
no longer fit for the task that God intended for us, 
and we can become spiritual failures through the 
sin of putting off the day of consecration. 

Procrastination spells tragedy in the Christian 
life. Salvation, sanctification, surrender may all be 
the occasion of spiritual defeat through this most 
insidious of sins. There is only one answer, to en- 
throne Christ in the life and to be instantly obedient 
to His every command. There can be no half meas- 
ures. We may persist in delay until it is too late. 

“Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.” END 
Reprinted by permission from the British INtTER-VARSITY 
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Fux MOST PEOPLE the problem of pain is largely theoretical. Of course all 
of us at some time suffer illness or injury in greater or lesser measure. But 
most people can count on recovery in due course, and usually experience a 
more or less complete return of health and strength. In most cases, therefore, 
the problem of pain is temporary, or nearly so, and it is not too difficult for 
the Christian to effect its solution. Often the suffering proves to be a source 
of real blessing, for which we are enabled to thank God. 

Some people, however, are faced with a continuing problem of pain, and 
theirs is a staggering problem indeed. I know, for I am one of these. 








From childhood I have been chronically ill, suf- 
fering severe pain intermittently, often for days and 
weeks at a time. Doctors can offer me no hope of 
improvement; they are unable even to control the 
seizures of pain. For over 20 years I have had to 
earn my living and fend for myself entirely, and 
I must continue to do so indefinitely. This problem 
then is not unnaturally the largest problem of my 
life—one which I must face daily, even hourly and 
momentarily, and one which I must constantly com- 
mit to the Lord. 

How can such a problem be reconciled with the 
justice and mercy of God? Far abler thinkers and 
writers than | have answered that question, notably 
C. S. Lewis in his masterpiece of dialectic, The 
Problem of Pain. But more than logical thought is 
needed to enable a person to live with pain as a 
constant companion. It is easier to find good dia- 
lectic on the subject than to find those who will 
try to pick up the matter where logic leaves off, 
where faith alone can carry one through. 

I have much yet to learn on the subject, but in 
the hope of being of some help to another, I here 
present a personal assessment of the problem, and a 
commitment without which quite literally I could 
not live. 

First, I believe in the sovereignty of God. Be- 
cause God is the Sovereign Creator, He may do what 
He likes with His creation. It is not incompatible 
with His nature of sovereign justice and love to do 
one thing with one of His creatures and another with 
another. “Hath not the potter power over the clay?” 

I am His by right of creation, preservation and 
redemption. Therefore He may do with me as He 
wills. To many of His creatures He sends health and 
strength; to me He has sent illness and pain from 
childhood. This I must accept as His gift, the gift 
of an all-loving, all-powerful and all-wise Sovereign 
Creator. “Shall the thing formed say to him that 
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? .. . As for 
God, His way is perfect.” 

Second, I believe that I must accept pain not only 
as being in the will of God for my life, but as the 
will of God for my life. This is the background 
against which I must show forth His praise. Why 
this is so, | may not seek to know; I must accept it 
without question. More, I must know that His will 
for me is not only good, and acceptable, but perfect. 
I must seek not only to accept it, but to embrace 
it, knowing that therein lies my highest good. 

To this end I may not pray overmuch for the re- 
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moval of pain, nor even for its cessation; but I 
pray rather for strength to bear it, grace to bene- 
fit from it, and devotion to offer it up to God as 
a sacrifice of praise. I do not doubt for a moment 
but that God is able in the flash of an instant to 
heal me absolutely, but He has not seen fit to re- 
veal this as His will for me. | must therefore be 
content to leave the matter entirely in His hands. 
The scant strength I have for prayer must not be 
dissipated in seeking physical blessings, but rather 
be spent in seeking spiritual growth and the spread 
of His Kingdom among men. 

Third, I believe that pain may be a way of know- 
ing God. Through pain I may have fellowship with 
Jesus Christ, who, “though He was a Son, yet 
learned . . . obedience by the things which He suf- 
fered.” Certain it is that the King of Glory is also 
the King of Pain, and that they who will reign with 
Him must also suffer with Him. For most people this 
suffering is not of a physical nature; is it not possi- 
ble that for others it may be just that? 

“That I may know Him, and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings” 
must ever be the goal of every true follower of 
Christ. It may be presumptuous to suppose that one 
who is appointed to much physical pain can hope to 
know Jesus Christ in a special bond of the fellowship 
of suffering; but if the pain is seized upon as an 
opportunity to know God in this way, I believe that 
He will meet the seeker there. It is possible that 
such a one may come to know Him in a way that 
the completely well person can seldom, if ever, ex- 
perience or understand. 

Fourth, I believe that pain may lead to a deeper 
prayer fellowship with God than may otherwise be 
easily experienced. When in the grip of severe pain 
there is but one word my heart can utter, and that 
is the Beloved Name, Jesus. For hours at a time I 
will wordlessly cry to Him, seeking only to stay 
my soul upon Him, too exhausted to make any re- 
quest of Him; and at such times I know more com- 
plete communion with Him than at any other time in 
my prayer life. As George Macdonald puts it: “‘O 
God!’ I cried, and that was all. But what are the 
prayers of the whole universe but expansions of that 
one cry? It is not what God can give us, but God 
that we want . . . He who seeks the Father more than 
anything He can give, is likely to have what he asks, 
for he is not likely to ask amiss.” 

Fifth, I believe that pain may provide a way of 
serving God. One of the hardest things to take about 
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experiencing much physical pain is that it usually 
precludes much, if not all, active Christian service. 
| wonder if the pain itself may not be a source of 
service to God. True service is spiritual, consisting 
not so much in doing as in being; and the quality 
of service one may bring is not determined by its 
quantity, nor by much activity. If a soul that has 
been taught to suffer can look up into the face of 
the Savior and not only accept severe pain as from 
His hand, but thank Him for it, knowing that it is 
good — even perfect — just because it comes from 
Him, may not that soul be offering one of the purest 
forms of worship and service known to the spirit 
of men? 

Finally, I believe that pain may be a training 
ground for future active and eternal service. “If 


the sharp graving tool of pain in this life find that 
he has been fitted for some special type of active 
future service for which no other preparation could 
have been possible ? 
CONCLUSION 

“To what purpose is this waste?” is the cry that 
is wrung from every human heart that must walk 
the way of pain. Physical suffering, with its accom- 
panying disappointment, loneliness, loss, misunder- 
standing and haunting fears; with its blighted 
hopes; its thwarting of earnest purpose, its wearing 
away of life in seeming uselessness—“to what pur- 
pose is this waste?” 

In the perfect economy of God, there is no waste 
—unless I choose to deny Him the right to turn my 
pain into everlasting good. 


} in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of I believe that in Eternity, God’s glorious fulfill- 
j all men most miserable”—this is especially true of | ment, His end, will more than justify His strange 
the sufferer. The knowledge that pain forbids much and difficult means; that even the pain-filled life, if 
active Christian service in this sphere is one of its given back to Him in love and trust, will be made 
sharpest pangs. But this sphere is not all. Time is to show forth the praise of the glory of His grace. 
short and Eternity is long, and in that “‘last of life God keep me momentarily constant in this com- 
} for which the first was made,” “His servants shall mitment, and faithful to the totality of surrender 


serve Him.” May not the sufferer who has known 


that it demands! END 





BEWARE OF ALLOWING yourself to think that the shallow concerns of life are not 

| ordained of God; they are as much of God as the profound. It is not your devotion 
Th to God that makes you refuse to be shallow, but your wish to impress other people 

e with the fact that you are not shallow, which is a sure sign that you are a spiritual 
; prig. Be careful of the production of contempt in yourself; it always comes along 


this line, and causes you to go about as a walking rebuke to other people because 
shallow 
they are more shallow than you are. Beware of posing as a profound person; God 
became a Baby. 
i and To be shallow is not a sign of being wicked, nor is shallowness a sign that there 


are no deeps: the ocean has a shore. The shallow amenities of life, eating and drink- 
ing, walking and talking, are all ordained by God. These are the things in which 
our Lord lived. He lived in them as the Son of God, and He said that “the disciple 
is not above his Master.” 

Our safeguard is in the shallow things. We have to live the surface common-sense 


the 


, profound life in a common-sense way ; when the deeper things come, God gives them to us 

' apart from the shallow concerns. Never show the deeps to anyone but God. We are 
so abominably serious, so desperately interested in our own characters, that we 
refuse to behave like Christians in the shallow concerns of life. 

Determinedly take no one seriously but God, and the first person you find you 

have to leave severely alone, as being the greatest fraud you have ever known, is 

; yourself. END 

\ Reprinted by permission from My Utmost For His Hicuest by Oswald Chambers. 
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Sx AND ONE-HALF years ago | was a rather ordi- 
nary person—a Canadian citizen, a graduate student 
at the University of Saskatchewan (Saskatoon). I 
had completed one year toward my M.Sc. degree. 
In no way was I exceptional, nor did it seem as if 
I was likely to get very far in this world for my 
life lacked direction. 

And so it was that one night I prayed for some- 
thing to happen: I wanted God to rereveal Himself 
to me and I[ stuttered out a prayer unemotionally 
but sincerely. 

Without my knowing it, my brother Wesley had 
found a new way of life just a few weeks before 
when a member of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship introduced him to Jesus Christ. Wes didn’t wait 
very long before he told me about his new Friend 
and soon, after reading only a small portion of the 
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My First Years as a Christian 





New Testament, I too decided that I would surrender 


my life to Christ and His way. My lack of direction 
made it easier for me to do this, for though I had 
had a good upbringing at home and had been a 
church member for six years, | had never come to 
the place where I’d had to make the decision of 
choosing One who would have complete dominion 
over me. 

Eventually I saw that my choice was right, for 
what could be better than to choose as Master One 
who already had formed the elements and from them 
the universe. Here was the very Spirit of God in a 
form I could understand: Jesus Christ, the very 
Power of God, yet a mortal, subject to human temp- 
tations as I was. This Son of God in human frame 
had showed others how to live and how to die. By 
rising from the dead He proved that sin could be 
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overcome. And this was good news indeed, for He 
died so that those who would believe that He had 
died in their place should never perish but have 
eternal life. 

I believed. 

I did not understand this so clearly at the be- 
ginning but it seemed evident that God was honor- 
ing my child-like faith. By a series of fellowships 
and financial grants I was enabled to continue 
studies toward my Ph.D. degree at McGill Univer- 
sity (Montreal). I didn’t feel that I deserved these 
honors but later on I understood God’s purpose in 
granting them to me. 

About this time I began to formulate some rules 
for spiritual living. As hammered out during a six- 
year struggle, they are: 

(1) Commit everything to God; all plans and 
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possessions; your strength, voice, education; your 
camera and bicycle. Pray about each item and every 
department of your life often. 

(2) Pray constantly over witnessing and follow- 
ing this, attempt to bring God into every conversa- 
tion. Letters to friends and relatives should always 
make mention of Christ. When possible end every 
meeting, especially of Christians, with prayer. 

(3) Never fail to begin the day with God’s Word. 
Determine the purpose and theme of each chapter 
and/or book. Never be caught without a pocket 
Bible or Testament. 

(4) Cultivate sincere Christian friends: those 
who don’t mind talking about Christ and who will 
pray with you. 

In the fall of 1952 my progress in physiology 
didn’t seem to be going too well. However, I was 
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by James Ashwin 





scheduled to graduate by the fall of 1953 and I had 
enough faith that, come what may, I would. The 
final Ph.D. examinations were coming up in just 
over three months. So I decided I would begin to 
“prove my God” here and now. I took the most 
comprehensive textbook of physiology available and 
divided it into amounts that meant I would have to 
learn ten pages per day for one hundred days. 
Simultaneously, every day I prayed that I would not 
only pass my classes but that I would pass with Class 
1 marks. I did. This taught me to be persistent in 
prayer, but it also showed me that God would honor 
those who honored Him with their faith. 

With examinations over [| still had the task of 
writing my thesis. My experiments would have to 
improve. Here was another item for prayer. My ex- 
periments began to come to life and in three months 
I had collected enough material to provide the thesis 
with a core of observations that could be considered 
as a contribution to science (and | hoped eventually 
to mankind). 

Sometime near the end of February, after the 
morning prayer meeting held by vcr, the prayer 
secretary, Barbara Mornan, was handing out Mis- 
SIONARY MANpaATE prayer leaflets. As I held out my 
hand Barbara said, ““There’s something here for you, 
Jim.” I took a quick look and saw the brief adver- 
tisement: 

“Physiologist needed to teach at a Christian Medi- 
cal College in India.” 

There was no further need for me to wonder what 
I would be doing upon graduation. Here was my 
call from God. It seemed as if my name had been 
written in the margin. I wrote that same night to 
Missionary MAnpartE. 


About that same time in India and for some 
months (as I found at a later date), earnest prayer 
had been ascending to God about the need for a 
physiologist. 

Since the year 1894 when a young English doctor, 
Edith Brown, established the Christian Medical Col- 
lege at Ludhiana on just fifty pounds received as 
a gift, God had supplied every need of the college, 
often miraculously. The college had grown in size 
and reputation and had become one of the finest in 
northern India. At this time the government was 
asking the college to up-grade: to raise their stand- 
ard from a licentiate to a degree course. This would 
involve more buildings, more teachers and more 
money. A new hospital would have to be built. Could 
God supply these things? Those associated with 


Ludhiana prayed, believing, and the decision “go 
ahead” was reached. The first degree class (M.B., 
B.S.) was to be admitted in the fall of 1953. 

A few weeks after that early morning prayer 
meeting at McGill in March, 1953, I sent my first 
inquiring letter to India. Soon letters were being 
sent across the skies in rapid succession and a book- 
ing was made for me on the Queen Elizabeth. 

At five a.m. on November 2, 1953 I arrived in 
Ludhiana and began the interesting but exacting 
work of a missionary. As green as I was, it wasn’t 
too long before I was working harder than I had 
ever worked, and I soon found that my sheltered 
training was not adequate for the authority and re- 
sponsibility handed to me. Twenty-four hours in the 
day hardly seemed enough to prepare work for the 
next day and yet each day 2.4 hours had to be spent 
absolutely alone with God, if one expected results, 
How rarely I met this tithe of time. It seemed almost 
impossible to be alone in one’s room without being 
interrupted by an inquiring student. 

However, the work was progressing; ihe students 
were learning their lessons in physiology and hear- 
ing the Word of God daily. How wonderful it was 
when news came that a student or nurse had con- 
fessed Christ as Savior. These encouraging results 
increased the love within the fellowship of our mis- 
sion and it was mutually found that where there is 
true love of God in the gospel of Jesus Christ the 
boundaries caused by different church denomina- 
tions become non-existent. The sixteen co-operating 
missions represented by the Ludhiana Fellowship 
truly had been raised up together in Christ Jesus. 

In the early spring of 1955 a few of us formed a 
small fellowship for special prayer one night a week. 
It was a close fellowship and we were as one in ask- 
ing God to hear our prayers and answer them. | 
think it was from this that I began to feel so eager 
about revival. I couldn’t believe that revival was not 
very far away and I remember wishing that there 
would be some way that I could precipitate such an 
outburst of the Holy Ghost. 

About this time it was my turn to give the mes- 
sage at the Monday night staff prayer meeting. | 
read from I Peter 4:12: “Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you as though some strange thing happened to you, 
but rejoice ... Yet if any man suffer as a Christian 
. .. let him glorify God on this behalf.” 

Little did I think that the fiery trial was to be 


mine. 
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Two weeks or so later our college winter term was 
over, and on Friday, April 1, Dr. Edward Ingram 
and | left by night train for a short mountain holi- 
day at Simla. We were soon to know that it would 
be shorter even than we had anticipated. 

On Sunday morning no English church services 
were being held so Ed and I went for a hike which 
turned out to be about five miles long. At the end 
of our walk, the last mile of which was uphill, I was 
completely exhausted and flopped on my bed as soon 
as I could struggle to it. By five o’clock that even- 
ing my legs could just barely hold me as I stood 
by the bedside. It was my “last stand.” I fell back 
in the bed and with a sigh recalled the symptoms 
of poliomyelitis. However neither Ed nor I released 
our thoughts. 

By Monday morning I couldn’t move my legs at 
all but felt rather comfortable under Ed’s care. 
Strangely enough I had no fears at this time, even 
though I knew the seriousness of the disease I felt 
sure I’d contracted. I prayed a lot within myself and 
was comforted by the Presence of God. 

How strange to be so weak but so happily aware 
that my soul was hid with Christ in God. I had 
pains and suffered during the first days and weeks 
of my sickness. But I seemed to come to know Christ 
and the way He suffered on Calvary much better. 
How God must have loved us to permit His Son to 
suffer so much . . . in order to put away the sins 
of those who had forgotten Him. 

Ed Ingram was working silently. Soon I found 
out that our own hospital ambulance was coming up 
from Jubar Sanitorium, just fifty miles away. How 
strange it seemed that our ambulance should be 
there—or was it strange? Somehow this was a mod- 
ern miracle, for to make the journey to Ludhiana 
by ordinary methods would be extremely uncom- 
fortable and might possibly take a longer time than 
I could stand without medical assistance. We arrived 
at Ludhiana about one a.m. Tuesday morning. 

The hospital was not sleeping when we arrived. 
Ed had telegraphed Dr. Snow in Ludhiana about 
six p.m. Monday telling her of his suspicions. Al- 
most immediately the entire hospital and college 
staff were notified. People began praying and work- 
ing. From what | heard afterward I understood that 
Monday night prayer meeting was a marvellous ex- 
perience. 


I knew that there was an iron lung respirator at 
Ludhiana and so | felt assured that if the paralysis 
of polio should begin to affect my breathing muscles, 
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OUR LEGACY 


I HOPE you are not ignorant, that if peace was 
left to you in Christ’s testament, so the other half 
of the testament was a legacy of Christ’s suffer- 
ings: “These things I have spoken unto you that 
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation” (John 16:33). 

—SamvuEL RUTHERFORD 





I should be kept respirating by means of this coffin- 
like apparatus. If I only knew! The iron lung we 
had in our “godown” had been given to the College 
by Lord Nuffield in about 1937. It had never been 
used and so had deteriorated to the extent that most 
of the rubber parts were useless. When Ed’s tele- 
gram arrived the respirator became the main prob- 
lem that faced the working party. 

Whatever caused Dr. William Virgin to store two 
car tires and tubes on his property will only be 
known in heaven, but it was those same tubes 
cemented together that provided the rubber for the 
respirator pump. Again, somewhere in the Ludhiana 
railway yards a hose coupling was procured, and this 
was adapted to connect the pump to the iron lung. 

Would the machine work? Miraculously it did; 
and not only was it able to undergo a trial lasting 
more than an hour but it was ready several hours 
before I arrived! Even so the prayers of my medical 
missionary colleagues were that I would never have 
to use the apparatus. This was not to be. 

Thirty-six hours after the wild flight down the 
mountains my weakness was still increasing. At one 
p-m. on Wednesday, April 6, I began my long ad- 
ventures with the iron lung. During the next six 
weeks it was my constant friend and faithful com- 
panion, Never once did it break down and only for 
one five-minute period did the usually ever-failing 
electricity desert us. 

However, I never once felt deserted by God. Those 
who worked around me were all Christians who 
knew Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. How 
close they brought the Son of God to me by their 
prayers! These were the ones who were near me 
the most, but from the college came news of prayer 
meetings springing up, of Seikhs and Hindus pray- 
ing together with Christians. Word soon came from 
distant cities and from overseas that friends, rela- 
tives and church groups were praying for my re- 
covery and for the welfare of Ludhiana. Surely this 
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was Revival. Later I was to meet many of those 
who had been part of this prayer fellowship: the 
magnitude of it amazed me. 

I was in Ludhiana until about June 12. At that 
time the temperature was reaching 115° F. daily 
and it would soon reach a maximum of 120° F. 
Because of this and the possibility of a long period 
before I could return to work I was flown to Eng- 
land for treatment. The flight was by raF hospital 
plane, non-pressurized and at 10,000 feet. My re- 
serve breathing capacity was less than 20 per cent 
of normal, but I felt no shortness of breath or dis- 
comfort. During this 5,000 mile trip there were four 
stops, and at three of these I found myself in the 
charge of a doctor, nurse or orderly with whom I 
could have Christian fellowship. These things no 
longer seemed strange to me. They were miracles, 
indeed, but in the eyes of one who believes in and 
trusts God, they seemed to be the most natural thing 
that could happen. 

During the next six months in England my health 
and strength returned to the point where I could 
move a wheel chair slowly. Now in Canada at the 
University Hospital in Saskatoon my rehabilitation 
is continuing to progress so that I should soon be 
able to do a good day’s work—even though it will 
be from a wheel chair. God willing, it will be a 
day’s work of service for Him, in thanksgiving for 
all He has done for me. 

Almost seven years have passed since I sur- 
rendered my heart and life to God. Still a sinner, 
I find it an essential part of my day to come to God 
for forgiveness and to His Word for spiritual re- 
freshing. It is forever amazing to me that He for- 
gives infinitely through Jesus Christ. But it is 
perhaps even more amazing that He has permitted 
us to work with Him in the work He was sent to 
do, “to seek and to save that which is lost.” 


I recently heard from an Indian friend who told 
me that a nurse I had spoken to of Christ when sick 
had just become a Christian. The nurse had told 
my friend that my word to her about being “born 
again” was the seed that had started her thinking 
seriously of Christ. How happy I was to hear that 
such a little seed, now entirely forgotten by me, 
had borne fruit. How wonderful! If this one soul 
had come to a saving knowledge of Christ through 
my being in the hospital, then my sickness was well 
worth-while because the value of the human soul is 
immeasurable. 


Being bedridden does not mean one is side- 


tracked. When a person becomes a Christian he has 
been switched from the sidetrack to the maintrack! 
He is on the maintrack for God and would not be 
there if God didn’t have a high priority work for 
him to do. 

Although I have not become bedridden because of 
polio many of my activities are now carried on in 
bed or from a wheel chair. My work is unlimited. 
When I am not reading, writing or painting I am 
privileged in having time for intercession. It is a 
great thing to believe God’s promise “to ask in 
faith—that you may receive,” because He is bound 
to answer that faith. Jesus put great emphasis on 
“faith” when He was on earth and now for those 
who believe, nothing is impossible. 

I have been privileged to know that God answers 
prayer in marvellous ways. May it please God to 
continue to show His will to those who love His Son 
and are willing to give up their lives to His service. 

END 





EDITORIAL 
(Continued from inside back cover) 


Him for everything—mental soundness, mechanical 
ability, health, sickness, needs, problems, disappoint- 
ments—is the supreme admission on our part that 
God is Creator, Father, Shepherd, and that we are 
dependent creatures, children, sheep. 

Where does thanksgiving begin? Not with pay 
checks, homes, health, but with God’s “indescribable 
gift,” the Lord Jesus Christ. For in Him are hid al 
other treasures. 

“Lord, Thou hast given us so very much. Give 
us one thing more: a thankful heart” (author of 
quotation not known.) END 


HAVE You ever wondered how an issue of HIS comes 
into being? 

Many readers have asked about this, especially 
in connection with “theme” issues (such as the 
present one). How far in advance do we decide on 
the theme? Is it difficult to collect relevant articles? 

Some who know the Editor personally, or Con- 
sulting Editor Wilber Sutherland, may wrongly 
conclude that this “Grace groweth best in the winter’ 
issue arose out of unusual times of testing in our 
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homes during recent months. Or others might sup- 
pose that the news of former Canadian and American 
ivcF staff member Maurice Murphy’s sudden death 
in Australia might have had some bearing upon the 
choice of this theme. 

The fact is that this issue of HIS came into being 
six months ago, before any of these events had 
occurred. And we did not decide to have such an 
issue and then go out to seek articles. Instead (and 
this has been the case with every other “theme” 
issue) we were suddenly aware that the articles on 
hand fitted together into a particular pattern—a 
message which we concluded God wanted us to 
bring to HIS readers. 

There was the story of Jim Ashwin’s battle with 
polio—that sudden, shattering termination of his 
teaching at Ludhiana Medical College half-way around 
the world. And Anne Taylor’s account of God’s deal- 
ings with her during those ten bed-ridden months 
which had interrupted her teaching of third-graders. 
Then came a manuscript which explained the an- 
swer another mature Christian had found to the 
problem of constant pain. A conversation with 
Reverend Donald MacLennan included his reference 
to a couple who had accepted as from the Lord a 
mongoloid child born into their home; from this 
grew his article. Next a previously unpublished man- 
uscript was received, written by Jim Elliot, one of 
the five men who died last winter at the hands of 
the Auca Indians in Ecuador. 

And finally came a letter from a British missionary 
in Borneo, who wrote expressing her appreciation 
for HIS each month. This reader explained that she 
would like to help in its ministry, but did not feel 
that she could write articles. However, she had 
recently been reading the writings of Samuel Ruther- 
ford, and so she sent along a collection of quotations 
which might be helpful to other HIS readers. 

Can we help believing that, in answer to prayer, 
the hand of God has brought these articles together? 
And as we recognize this, we request HIS readers to 
pray earnestly and definitely for the preparation of 
each issue, that it may be to the praise of His Glory. 


A recent issue of TiME magazine tells of a sexy new 
magazine which has hit newsstand sales of over 
600,000 copies each month within the first year of 
publication. Evidently there is no lack for those 
who sow to the flesh. —We covet more readers for 


HIS. Get your friends to subscribe. Give HIS. 
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spiritual mugwumps 


A MOST PECULIAR word has come to us from 
American politics—‘*mugwump.” According to one 
sarcastic definition, a mugwump is “a politician sit- 
ting on the fence with his mug on one side and his 
wump on the other.” Historical derivation of the 
word is from Massachusetts Indian language where 
it meant “great man,” and it has traditionally been 
used of a self-conceited man. 

A famous story of political mugwumpery is told 
of Prime Minister Gladstone of England who was 
one day addressing a political meeting about the 
Corn Laws—at that time a political “hot potato.” 
A heckler went right to the heart of the matter. “If 
re-elected, Mr. Gladstone, will you repeal the Corn 
Laws?” 

The crowd grew still as Gladstone arose to reply. 
“I will . . . (cheers from the floor) ...not... 
(louder cheers from the other side) . . . tell you!” 

Obviously we still have political mugwumps with 
us. But of more concern to us as Christians is the 
question, “Are we spiritual mugwumps?” I have 
heard of a school principal who greets his Christian 
students with Scripture verses, but his disciplinary 
problems with curses. We can all recall to our shame 
when we have assented by silence or non-comittal 
comment to an anti-Christian statement without one 
word for Christ. 

As Christians we are off the fence. 

We have decided for Christ. Yet how often we 
act as though we were in a field with a wild bull, 
instead of a Savior! There we stand, one hand 
reaching for the top rail, ready to jump back to a 
fence-sitting position at any moment. We make our 
stand for Christ when it is easy—at fellowship meet- 
ings and conferences and church services. But over 
coffee with our classroom friends how often we re- 
treat into mugwumpery. 

God does not honor mugwumps among His 
people. Why should He? If your employer gave you 
advertising material to distribute and found you 
deprecating it or leaving it out of sight whenever 
competition appeared, he’d hardly be pleased. 

Once Moses asked, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” 
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Without doubt some mugwumps thought of answer- 
ing, but the test which was attached soon drove them 
from the ranks. For the Lord wanted only com- 
mitted, consecrated servants who put everything else 
second to His service—even the death of brothers 
and companions. 

If you want to know Christ’s view on fence-sit- 
ting, read Matthew 10:34-38 and Matthew 12:30, 
Is that strong enough language for you? 

But what is the cause of mugwumpery ?—for in 
the cause lies the cure. It is right before us in the 
derivation of the word, “great man . . . conceited.” 

There are certainly times when the Holy Spirit 
quiets our tongues, but the mugwump’s silence is of 
a different origin. He is the one who fears that 
great nonentity, “they.” “They'll say I’m a religious 
fanatic.” “I’d offend any of them who were Catholic 
or Jewish!” “Say something in front of them?” 

Mugwumps are self-conceited Christians who 
value their reputation and status in the world. They 
are (in their own eyes, at least) great men and can- 
not stand the thought of being otherwise. At some 
point short of their soul, their life, their all, mug- 
wumps say by their actions, “I’m sorry, Lord, but 
this is as far from the fence as I dare go with you. 
If I go farther, my friends will laugh at me, and 
You know You aren’t a sufficient reward for that!” 

The cure? It isn’t easy. I’m still only just finding 
it out myself. But the Word of God is certainly 
plain. St. Paul, no mugwump, called himself “less 
than the least of all saints.”” He spoke of himself as 
“dead.” He said the only life he had, or wanted, was 
“Christ in me.” You know the verses and dozens 
more. 

If we are looking only to Jesus as the beginning 
and the end of our Christian life; if we really say 
to Him, without one reservation or doubt, that He 
is sufficient for us, and that we will trust Him to 
supply all we should have—and then stop and don’t 
try to tell Him what that is—then He will so draw 
us up in Himself that we won’t even remember that 
there was a fence we used to sit on. And we cer- 
tainly won’t miss it. END 
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Ros NIGHT I listened to what / was saying during 
a telephone conversation with a friend: “Yes, it has 
been difficult, but I’m sure that, in a few years, I 
shall look back and consider that this illness has 
been the most valuable experience of my life. The 
Lord has taught me so much.” 

This was not the first time I had voiced these 
thoughts. And I sincerely meant them. I had learned 
much as a result of a prolonged illness, ten months 
of which were spent in bed. But hearing myself 
repeat these words initiated a new train of thought. 
Just what had I said, and what did I mean? Ponder- 
ing these questions convicted me of fuzzy thinking. 
I decided that my experience would be more valu- 
able to me if I could qualify some of the “so much” 
that I had learned. 

Day by day the Holy Spirit teaches us things 
which become part of us as we incorporate them into 
our living. We may not even be aware of them as 
lessons learned. This presented an obstacle as [ at- 
tempted to clarify my thoughts. Still, I discovered 
one important change that God had brought about 
in my life as a result of my illness. It was a natural 
outcome of sucht an experience as mine, but one 
that I pray will be permanent, even as I resume 
the normal routines of life. 
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By ANNE TAYLOR 


Before I became sick my life might have been 
summed up in two phrases: “much activity, no 
time.” Then suddenly I was plunged into a situa- 
tion, the chief characteristics of which were “no 
activity, much time.” 

For months I was too ill to read God’s Word, too 
ill really to pray, too ill even to think. Then it was 
that the consciousness of Christ’s presence was 
wonderful beyond explanation. I felt enfolded in 
His love. Cries to Him were answered as He brought 
to my mind Bible verses that exactly suited my need 
at the moment—verses that I never remembered con- 
sciously learning. 

Then after a time strength was partially regained, 
although daily life still consisted of no activity, 
much time. But at last came the opportunity to 
think. I found myself in an attitude of complete 
detachment, completely cut off from all responsi- 
bilities, withdrawn from the business of living. I 
had a chance to examine my life objectively. 

From my detached position many things were 
seen in a new light. I really became acquainted 
with myself. I saw myself as I had been, rushing 
to and fro, not really accomplishing much. The 
Lord showed me personality traits which had been 
limiting His effective working through my life. All 
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EXPECTED STORM 


Gop hath called you to Christ's side, and the wind 
is now in Christ’s face in this land; and, seeing 
you are with Him, you cannot expect the lee-side 
or the sunny side of the brae. 

—SamMuEL RUTHERFORD 





my problems looked very different when viewed ob- 
jectively. In fact, they just faded away. Mountains 
were reduced to molehills. 

I had been very anxious to know God’s will for 
my life—too anxious. I had been getting to the point, 
without realizing it, where knowing His will was 
becoming more important to me than knowing Him. 
Now I no longer needed to fear that emotionalism 
or rationalization would influence my choices and 
decisions. 

There were no decisions to make. 

My future was completely unknown to me, and 
seemed of little importance. God had at last, how- 
ever drastically, taught me to live day by day with 
Him, having all my confidence in Him. 

As I continued on the road toward health, and 
began to engage in limited activity, I began to 
wonder if I would be able to preserve this detached 
attitude that enabled me to see things more clearly. 
Then it was that the Lord spoke to me about my 
Quiet Time. 

I had been having a Quiet Time for a number of 
years, and knew the value of going apart with the 
Lord for a time each day. Yet I began to wonder 
how “quiet” and how much “apart” my devotional 
period had been. Although I had learned much from 
God’s Word over the year, and had experienced 
wonderful answers to prayer, perhaps this was all in 
spite of my shortcomings. Perhaps I should consider 
the possibility that my Quiet Time could be more 
effective. 

I have come to believe that one of the most im- 
portant characteristics of a real Quiet Time is this 
sense of detachment that I found so beneficial. How 
often we go into the Lord’s presence burdened with 
problems. The usual result is that we spend more 
time thinking about the problems than we do think- 
ing about Him. How egocentric we are, at best! 

When we spend the time with Him, with our 
hearts and minds fixed upon Him, praising and 
adoring the One whom we love, He takes us out of 
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ourselves and gives us a sense of detachment which 
enables us to go back to our daily affairs with a 
renewed sense of objectivity and power. Now it 
seems obvious that this is the very purpose of a 
Quiet Time. It also appears that this is a truth easily 
obscured, but one that our enemy never forgets. 

In the midst of busy lives—as well as the inactiv- 
ity of illness—I am sure that God wants us daily 
to obey His command, “Be still and know that I am 
God.” END 


— 


TRIBES WORK IN THAILAND 


BeroreE China was closed to the Western missionary 
a remarkable working of the Holy Spirit resulted 
in a living Church among the tribes in the moun- 
tains of western China. Over the border in Thailand, 
high in the mountains, were similar tribes com- 
pletely untouched by the gospel. Thy could only be 
reached by missionaries who would be prepared 
both for difficult climbs into the mountains, and for 
life under very primitive conditions. 

This clearly was a pioneer work for which young 
men would be needed. But few were available. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kuhn, after many hard years of pioneer 
work in China, undertook to blaze the trail. They 
were followed by others—including a very few men 
—but much of the work had to be done by women. 

For two women to go and live alone in an un- 
evangelized tribal village given over to demon wor- 
ship and vile practices, with no home of their own 
and no privacy, seemed almost impossible. But they 
went; no one else was available. In this book the 
vision of faith, the sufferings, hardships and dis- 
appointments, together with the miraculous calling- 
out of a people “for His Name” are clearly por- 
trayed. It is impossible to read Ascent to the Tribes 
without being deeply impressed by the devotion of 
those missionary tribal workers. It constitutes a re- 
buke to those who have succumbed to the desire for 
ease and the temptation to avoid sacrifice. 

If you think $4.00 is too expensive, let several 
buy it together and after they have read it, place 
it in your Inter-Varsity library. It is a book which § 
you will not easily put down when you start reading 
it and there is a wealth of spiritual blessing within 
its covers.—Reviewed by David H. Adeney 
ASCENT TO THE TriBEs by Isobol Kuhn. Chicago, Moody 
Press, 315 pp., $4.00. 
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Have I honestly faced myself in the light of God’s law? (4) What is the 
truth to be claimed by those who recognize themselves as condemned by 
the law (v. 15)? (5) What is the source of Paul’s strength and service? 
Am I relying today on this same source for my life? 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

1 TIMOTHY 1:18-2:7 (1) How is conscience related to faith in the Christian 
warfare? How have some men shipwrecked their faith? Do I heed the voice 
of conscience in my daily walk? May I pray today that I may so conduct 
myself that conscience need not raise its accusing voice. Cp. Acts 24:16. 
(2) Why and for whom are we to pray (vv. 1, 2)? What is the ultimate 
purpose for such prayer (v. 3)? (3) How many ways are there to approach 
God (v. 5)? If I really believe this, how should it affect my relationship 
to my fellow students? 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
1 TIMOTHY 2:8-15 (1) 


prayer. (2) What does Paul say should be the true adornment of a woman's 


Notice the two conditions in verse 8 for effectual 


life (vv. 9, 10)? Does this mean her dress should be conspicuous by its 
lack of style and appropriateness? Notice carefully the adverbs in RSV. 
(3) What should be the woman's place in the teaching ministry of the 
church in relation to men (vv. 11, 12)? What does Paul indicate to be 
her real crown of glory (v. 15)? (4) From his reference to Adam and Eve 
am I to take this as a principle peculiar to Paul’s time or a general princi- 


ple applicable today? 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13 (1) Meditate on the qualifications Paul lists for good 
leadership. What bad characteristics should I seek to eliminate? What good 
ones to cultivate? (2) Why should not a young Christian be given a place 


of leadership too soon (vv. 6, 10)? Is this a consideration in selecting 





officers for my group on campus? (3) In light of verses 4 and 5, what 


might I consider my own household to be as a student? 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

1 TIMOTHY 3:14-4:5 (1) Why is Paul writing to Timothy (vv. 14, 15)? 
Do I have such concern that I take time to write a younger Christian 
friend to encourage him? (2) What is the core or great mystery of our 
religion as expressed in perhaps one of the first creeds of the Church 
(v. 16)? (3) Contrast the two opposing attitudes in vv. 1-5 of chapter 4. 


(4) How can I guard against being led astray by such false teachings? 


a 








with Esther to persuade her to take action. (2) Have you ever applied v. 14 


to yourself in your present situation? Has God put you where you are for 
a special reason? (3) How does Esther prepare for action? Although call- 


ing upon God is not mentiond here, fasting meant that to the Jews. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

ESTHER 5, 6 (1) Put yourself in Esther’s place mindful of the culture in 
which she lived. How does her dramatic action at this point comment on 
the kind of person she was? Could she have done this without a purpose 
outside of herself? With the king’s strong assurance of favor, why doesn’t 
Esther boldly make her request? Do you hesitate before God in the same way 
sometimes? (2) How does Haman’s character comment on Luke 14:11? 
(3) With divine timing God steps in to see that Mordecai is rewarded for 
right doing. What does this teach you about waiting on God? See Lamen- 
tations 3:25, 26. . 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

ESTHER 7, 8 (1) How does Esther finally present her request? (2) Did the 
death of Haman solve the problem? What further needed to be done? 
The laws of the Medes and Persians could not be changed and Mordecai 
had to make a new law to counteract the old one. What was the new law? 
(3) List the benefits of Esther's courage in openly identifying herself with 
the Jews (8:15-17). Are there similar benefits to those who openly identify 
themselves with Christ? See John 10.10b. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
ESTHER 9, 10 (1) Trace the steps in this story which unfold God’s constant 
care over His people in exile. Should they have expected His help? See I 
Samuel 12:22. Are you aware of His continual concern over the affairs of 
your life? See Psalm 91:4. (2) Why do the Jews celebrate the Feast of 
Purim? Do you remember to thank God for His deliverance to you per- 
sonally? Sec Psalm 103:1, 2; I Corinthians 11:24-26. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
121, 322 2) 


Psalmist about the environment in which he lives? What does he do about 


PSALMS 120, In Psalm 120 what four things grieve the 
it? Note his confidence that God hears (vv. 1, 4). What is your reaction 
to the sin you see around you? (2) In Psalm 121 lifting of eyes to the hills 
around Jerusalem could mean looking for approaching danger as well as a 
reminder of the Creator. This prompts the Psalmist to ask “from whence 


does my help come?” List the ways in which God helps those who trust. 
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have become rich honestly (vv. 17-19)? (4) In the light of this whole 
letter how important is my daily study of the Scriptures to know sound 
doctrine? How can I be certain that I have true teaching (vv. 1:5; 4:7, 
8; 6:3, 11, 12)? 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
tirus 1 (1) This letter was written by Paul at about the same time as 
lst Timothy, to another man converted under Paul’s ministry whom he left 
in Crete to establish the churches. (2) Why is Paul a servant of God 
(v. 1)? 


(3) What should be the characteristics of a Christian leader in relation 


Is this the spirit of my conversation with fellow Christians? 
to himself, to others, and to God (vv. 6-9)? Could I be chosen for 
leadership under these qualifications? (4) Discover all Paul says about 
the insubordinate: their teaching, the source of their teaching, and the 
result of their teaching (vv. 10-16). Is this a problem peculiar only to 
Paul’s time? (Note: To see what the circumcision party was teaching 
see Acts 15:1.) 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

Titus 2 (1) Notice the instructions in vv. 1-10 for the various ages and 
kinds of people. Do I believe God still desires for young women such 
qualities as mentionel in v. 5? (2) In what areas of life might a young 
man lose self control? Where can he find the power to control himself? 
See I Corinthians 10:13 and Colossians 3:1-3. (3) How do wy. 9 and 10 
affect my responsibilities as an employee? Does it make any difference 
in my conduct as a Christian even though all the other employees are 
“borrowing” material for home projects? (4) God’s grace has appeared 
for my salvation—but what is to be the effect of this grace in my life 


right now (vv. 12, 13)? (5) Verses 11-14 would be good to memorize. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

Titus 3 (1) What should be the differences in my life because of the trans- 
forming work of Jesus Christ (vv. 1-4)? (2) On what grounds am I 
justified before God? (3) What should be my attitude toward theological 
controversies in my group (vv. 9, 10)? (3) Am I alert to help a Christian 


friend in need (v. 14) ? 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
11 TIMOTHY (1) This is the Apostle Paul’s last letter. It was probably 


written from his Roman prison cell shortly before his martyrdom. (2) 
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Today read the letter through and see what this great man of God con- 
sidered most important in his awareness of impending death. Did his physi- 
cal circumstances justify his attitude? Wherein lay his hope and joy? 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

11 TIMOTHY 1:1-14 (1) What was the nature of Paul’s relationship to 
Timothy (vv. 1-4)? Do I have those whom I remember daily in prayer? 
(2) Why do I not need to be ashamed of my witness to Jesus Christ (vv. 
5, 7, 9, 12, 13)? (3) How much can I learn about the content of the gospel 
in this passage? (4) What is the one underlying confidence which enables 
Paul to endure his present suffering (v. 12)? Do I so fellowship daily with 


God in prayer and Bible study that this is my confidence also? 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Il TIMOTHY 1:15-2:13 (1) Do I belong to the Order of Phygelus or of the 
Order of Onesiphorus? Though I may not be elected to an office, nor even 
be recognized in my group, how ready am I to seek opportunity to quietly 
serve God where I can? (2) Someone has called 2:1-7 the “General Orders 
of the Christian Soldier.” Notice the three similes Paul uses. Can I think 
of practical applications to my life today? (3) Why was Paul willing to 
endure (v. 10)? (4) As I walk out into this day what are the alternatives 


and their results which lie before me (vv. 11-13)? 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

11 TIMOTHY 2:14-26 (1) What is the problem Paul is concerned about? 
(2) What are the results of wrong talk? What should be my occupation 
and confidence in the midst of such situations (vv. 14-19)? (3) How can 
I go about fitting myself as a useful vessel? Notice both the negative and 
the positive aspects. (4) What is to be my attitude toward those who 
oppose the gospel (vv. 24-26)? Who does the converting? Someone has 


said, “We are called to be witnesses, not lawyers.” 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

11 TIMOTHY 3 (1) In wy. 1-9 Paul paints a stark picture of the last days. 
Are any of these characteristics prevalent on my campus? In my own life? 
(2) How does Paul’s life contrast to those of the counterfeit faith (vv. 10, 
11)? (3) Can I expect the Christian life to be one of roses and bliss 
(v. 12)? (4) What two things can the Word of God do for me (vv. 15, 17) ? 
But what is my responsibility in this (vv. 14, 15)? 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19 


1 TIMOTHY 4 (1) In the light of Paul’s charge to Timothy (vv. 1-5) is 
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the sin of 
thanklessness 


F ROM GOD’S VIEWPOINT, lack of thankfulness seems 
to be the final sin which indicates man’s complete 
separation from God. 

In his letter to the Roman Christians, St. Paul 
says that when men did not want to retain God in 
their minds, when they no longer recognized the 
necessity or felt the compulsion to thank God, God 
gave them up to a pattern of conduct which was 
lower than the beasts. 

If man chose to think like an animal, God would 
let him live like an animal. 

Several years ago a Christian student was ridi- 
culed by other fellows at his dining hall table for 
bowing his head to pray before he began to eat. 
His reply lacked tact, but not truth: “Hogs don’t 
thank God for their swill either.” 

Why is thanklessness so serious? Why does God 
seem to consider it the end of the sinner’s road? 

Because the man who thanks God admits his de- 
pendence upon God as the Creator, the Source of 
everything. The man who does not thank God de- 
clares his independence of God — takes credit for 
everything himself. And this is the root of all sin: 
our failure to admit our “creatureliness,” that we 
are dependent upon and responsible to our Creator. 

Asking God for things when we pray is an ac- 
knowledgment that God has power. But thanking 

(Continued on page 32, column 2) 
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IVCF Staff — Appointments 1956-57 


Canada 


GENERAL SECRETARY: H. W. SUTHERLAND 


Vincent Craven, Director, Ontario Pioneer Camps 


George Wilson, Camp Development 

Ian Munday, Comptroller 
UNIVERSITY STAFF 

Joan Frewing—Western Canada 

Tony Tyndale—Eastern Canada 
NURSES CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


Theresa Martens, Nurses Secretary 
Hildred Leverton—Western Canada 


HIGH SCHOOL STAFF 


Catherine Nicoll—Lower British Columbia Mainland 
Verne Scott—Vancouver Island, Interior British 


Columbia 
Joseph Curry—Alberta 
Marion Jackson—Saskatchewan 
Donald Ford—Manitoba 
Josephine Rudd—Niagara Peninsula 
Josephine McCourt—Central Ontario 
William Fulton—Toronto 
Kenneth Louden—Southwestern Ontario 
Audrey Tournay—Northern Ontario 


Mary MacLennan—Eastern Ontario and Quebec 


OFFICE PERSONNEL 


Fern Carr Leona Hooper 
Ruth Ericson Marjory McLean 
Hattie Frederick Mae Smiley 


Agnes Gaverluk Marion Vallillee 
Alice Hitchcock (Pioneer Ontario) 


United States 


GENERAL SECRETARY: C. STACEY WOODS 
Charles E. Hummel, Act. Natl. Secty. 
W. E. C. Petersen, Stewardship Secretary 
James M. McLeish, Comptroller 


NEW ENGLAND 

Peter K. Haile, Regional Secretary 
David P. Mesler 
Eric B. Moore 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC 

Charles E. Hummel, Regional Secretary 
George Ensworth—E. Pennsylvania, Delaware 
Ruth Gordon—W. Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
Jo Anne Johnson—Maryland, E. Pennsylvania 
Harriet Marsh—New York City, New Jersey 
Peter Northrup—New Jersey, Washington, D.C. 
Frederick Woodberry—New York City, Baltimore 


SOUTHEAST 
Charles E. Hummel, Acting Regional Secretary 
Marge Ballard—Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee 


EAST CENTRAL 

Keith L. Hunt. Acting Regional Secretary 
Dorothy Farmer—Upper New York 
George Norris—Indiana, Kentucky 

WEST CENTRAL 

James F,. Nyquist, Regional Secretary 
Eleanor Donaldson—Minnesota and North Dakota 
Courtney Furman—Chicago 
Jean Gross—Wisconsin 
Russ Johnson—Minnesota and North Dakota 
Ronald Knudtsen—Iowa and Missouri 
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